WITHERS 


T_T 
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Nec habeo, nec Careo, nec Curo. 


eAnno Domini, 


CIIII CXXI. 


»&" ca{ion to exerciſe my Inuention 
I OM inthe illuſtration of my Hotrs; 
> S>|| which being thus finiſhed, my 
— friends made me belecue it was 
worth the preſeruing ; andgrew ſo importunat 
for Coppies thereof, that I could not deny thenn. 
But doubting, leſt by often tranſcribing, it 
mightbe much lamed through the Scribes in- 
ſufficiency (as many things of this naturearc) 
I thought fitting, rather to exemplyfie the 
ſame, by the Preſſe, then by the Penne. Andto 
that end, delivered it ouer to ſome Stationers, 
to haue onely ſo many Copies, as I intended to 

beſtow. | TY 
| Yet conſidering that ether men (to whom 
I meant them not) might peraduenture, come 
2 to 
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to the view of thoſe Lines. 1 thought it not 
amiſſe, by way of Preuention, to remoue 
ſuch Cauills' as may be made againſt mee, by 
thoſe vato whom I am vaknowne. Not, that 
I careto giue _—_—_ Reader, an account of 
my Intentions : But, to ſhew the 1ngenuons, 
that the Careleſnes expreſſed in this Motte, pro- 
ceeds from an vndiſtempered Care, to make all 
my Actions (as neereas Ican) ſuch,as may be 
decent, warrantable, and becomming an ho- 
neſt Man : And that thoſe, who ſhall fooliſh- 
ly ſceke (from thence) to picke toes a- 
gainſt me : nay know, Iam too well aduiſed 
to write any thing, which they ſhall be iuſtly a- 
bleto interpret, cither ro my ninderance, or 
diſparagement, | 
Let me want efteeme among all good men, 
if I purpoſed (or haucanyſecret defire inme) 
that any part of this, ſhould be applyed roanhy 
particular man, butſs, aseuery one ought to 
apply things ynto his own Conſcience; and he 
that beleeucs me nor, Tfeare is guilty. My in- 
tent was, todraw thetrue Piure of mine own 
heart ; that my friends, who knew me out- 
wardly; might haue ſome repreſentation ofmy 
inſidealſo; And that, if they liked the _— 
® 


\ 


\W 


of it, they might (wherein they were defe- 
iue ) faſhion their owne mindes thereunto, 
But, my principall Intention, was by recor- 
ding thoſe thoughts, ro confirme mine owne 
Reſolution ; and to preuent ſuch alterations, 
as Timeand infirmities, may worke vpon mee. 
And if there be no more Reaſon inferred a- 
oainſt me, to remoue my opinion, then I am 
yet apprehenſiue of : I am confidently per- 
ſwaded, that neither Feare, nor Force ſhall 
compell me, to deny any thing which TI hauc 
affirmed in this Poem. For, I had rather bee 
degraded from the greateſt Title of Honoxr, 
that could be giuen me; then conſtrained to 
deny this Motto. 

Proud Arrogance (TI know ) and enough 
to0;will bee layd tomy charge. But thoſe who 
both know me,and the neceisity of this Reſv- 
lution, will excuſe me of it, The reſt (if they 
miſ-cenſure me) are part of thoſe things, 1 care 
not for. | | | 

The Language is but-indifferent , for, I af- 
feed Matter more then Words. The Method 
isnoneat all : for, I was loath to makea buſt- 
neſſe,of a recreation. And weknow, hee that 
rides abroad for his pleaſure, is not tyed ſo 
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ftriQly to keepe High-waies,as hee that takes a 
Journey. 

If the intermixing of ſleight and weighty 
things together, beoffenſiue toany. Letthem 
vnderſtand, that if they well obſerue it, they 
ſhall finde a ſeriouſneſſe, euen in that which 
they imagine leaſt momentary. And if they 
had aſwell obſcrued the conditions of men, 
as I hauedone : they would percejue that the 
greateſt number (like Children which are allu. 
redto Schodle with points and Aples) muſt be 
drawne on with ſome friuolousexpreſsions,or 
elſe will neuer liſtento the graue precepts of 
Virtue; which, when they once heare, doc 
many times beget a delight in them, before 
theybeaware., 

Many Diſhes of meate which we affe@ not 
may be fo Cookt,that we ſhall haue a good ap- |! 
petit vnto them : So, many men who take no 
pleaſure to ſecke Yertue in graue Treatiſes of 
Morallitie, may ( perhaps) finding her vn- 
lookt for,masked vnder the habit ofa light Po- 
em, growenamord on her beauty. 

The fooliſh Canterbury Tale in my ſcourge of 
Vanity, ( which Tamnow almoſt aſhamed te 
read ouer)euenthat, hath bin by ſome _ 

or 


ſ, 


for a witty paſſage : AndI haue heard diuers, 


ſeriouſly proteſt, that they haue much more 


feelingly bininformed, 8 moucd to deteſt the 
Vanity ofthe humor there skoffed at, by thar 
rude Tale ; then they were by the moſt graue 
precepts of Phyloſophy. And that makes me 
oftentimes affect ſome things,inregard of their 
vicfulneſſe : which being conſidered according 
to the Method of Art, and rules of Scholler- 
ſhip, would ſeemeridiculous. 

But I vie more words for my Apologythen 
needes: If this will not giue you fatisfaRtion, 
I am ſorry I haue ſaid fo much; and, if you 
know which way, fatisfie your ſelues, For, how 
I am reſolued(ifyouthinke it worth the taking 
notiſe of) the booke will tell you, Farewell, 
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Doe not I know that none will fro 
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VV irntRrs Motto. 


Nechabeo, nec Careo, nec Curo. 


Nor Hane 1,nor Want I, nor Care 7. 


—=- I 


Ah! will they ſtorme?why let the;who needs care? 
Or whodares frown on what the 22uſer dare, 
Who whenthey liſt, can for a Tempeſt call, 
Whichthunder louder then their fury ſhall ? 
And If men cauſeleſly their power contemne, 
Will more then mortall vengeance fling on them ? 
Withthine owne trembling ſpirit, thou didſt view : 
Theſe free-borne lines ; that doubtſt what may enſue : 
For if thou ſeltſt the temper of my ſoule, 
And knewſt my heart,thouwouldft nat feare controul. 
Do not I know,my honeſt thoughts are cleare 
From any priuate ſpleene, or malice here ? 
| me at thus, 
But ſach, as haye apparant gu IF 
Or ſuch, asmuſt to me and ruine runne, 
As ſome,once ayming at wy fall haue done ? 


And 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


And can I feare thoſe Idle ſcar=crowesthen ? p 

Thoſe bugg-beare perils, thoſemeere ſhades of men? / 

At whoſe diſpleaſure, they for terror ſweat, 

Whoſe heart vpon the Worlds vaine lone is (et ? | 

No ; when this Aorro firſt I mine did make, | 

To me I tooke itnot for faſhions ſake : 

But that it might expreſlſe me as I am, 

And keepe me mindefull to be ſtill the ſame. 

Which I reſoluete be : For, could the eye 
' Ofother men, within my breaſt eſpie 

My Reſolution, and the Cauſe thereof ; 
They, gqurſt not at this boldnefſe make a skoffe, 
If [ be fearcfull, of my ſe/fe, to ſpeake ; 
For doubt ſome other may exceptions take ? 
If this Age holde; ere long weſhall goe neere 
Of ev'ry word of our, toſtandin , Lt 
And (fiue to one) if any ſhould confeſſe z 
Thoſe ſinnes in publike,which his ſoule oppreſlc.: 
Some guilty fellow (moou'd thereat) would take 1 
Vnto himfelfe and ſo, a libellmake it. __ ._.., j : 


Nay ; We ſhall hardly beallowd to pray | 
Againſt a crying ſinne ; leſt great men may T 
Suſpect, that by a figure, weintend A 
Topoint out Them z and how they doe offend, II] 
As Thauc hopeto proſper ; cre Ilefall + _ | 
Toſuch a Pte aducnture all : a ; 

, Andmake the whole world madd, tohearchow 1 | If 
Will fearelefle wrxe, and raile at Villany. 'O 


But oh ! beware (gray-hayrddiſcretionſayes) If 


The Dogg fights well that out of Danger playes. F fc 


WITHERS MOTTO 


For now, theſe guilty Times ſo captious be 
That ſuch, as loue in ſpeaking to be free ; 
May for their freedome to their coſt be ſhent, 
How harmelefle ere they be,intheir intent : 
And ſuch as of their future peace haue care, 
Vnto the Tyme: a litle ſervile are. 

Piſh; tell not me of 7imes or danger thus. 
To doe a villany isdangerous ; 


- But inan honeſt a&ion,my heart knowes 


No more of feare,then dead-men doe of blowes. 
And to be ſlaue to Times,is worſe to me + 
Then to be that,which moſt men feare to be. 

I tell thee Critick ; whatſocuer Thou, 
Orany man,of me ſhall cenſurenow : 
They,who for ought here written doe accuſe, 
Or with a mind malicious taxemy IMnſe; 
Shallnor hy.day awake;nor fleepe by night 
With more contentment, 1n their glories height, : 
Then I will doe, though they ſhould lay me where 
Imuſtindarkenes, bolts of Iron weare, 
For,I am not ſo ignorant,but that 
I partly know whatthings I may relate: 
And what an honeſt man ſhould ill conceale, 


; Iknowas well as what he may reueale. 


| 


If theybe poore and baſe, that fearemy ſtrain ; 


: Theſe poore baſe Fellowes are aftaid invain. 


I ſcorne to ſpurne a dogge,or ſtrike a fly 
Or with ſuch Groomes to ſoil my Poeſy. 


If great they were,and fallen; let them know 


or 


doe abhorto touch a, wounded foe, | 


I 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 


If onthe top of honour, yet they be ; | 
Tis poore weake honor, if ought done by me © 
May blot, or ſhake the ſame : yea, what ſoere 

Their Titles coſt, or they would faine appeare; 

They are ignoble;.and beneath Me farre ; 

If with theſe 1Zeaſwres they diſtempered are. 

For,if they had true Greatneſſe, they would know, 
The ſpight of all the World, were farre below 

The ſcat of Nobleſt honor ; and that He, b-{ 
In whom true worth, and reall Vertues be, 

So well isarm'd : asthat he feares no wrong 

From any Tyrants hand, or Villaines tongue. 

Much lefle be ftartled at thoſe Numbers would; 
Where Yertue's prayſed, and proud Uice contrould, 

Is any manthe worſe, If Texpreſſe |. _— 
My Wants, my Riches, or my Careleſnefſe * 

Or can my honeſt thoughts, or my content, 

Be turn'd to any mans diſp ent, 

If he be honeſt ? ' Nay, theſe men will finde, 

A plcaſure, inthis Pifture of my Minde, 
Who honor 'Vertue : and inſtead of blame, 
Will {as they hane done) lone me for the ſame, 

You are deceiu'd, if the Bohemwian {tate | 
You thinke I touch ; orthe Palatimate: | $.;- 
Or thar, this ought of E:ghty-erght containes 3\ _* 
The Powder-plor, or any thing of. Spaines : h 
That their e Fmbaſſader need queſtion me, ..- 
Orbring me iuſtly for it on my knee, 
The ſtate of thoſe Occurrences T know 
Too well ; my Rapturesthat way to 
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de ilinrs MOTTO. 


: Norneede youdoubt, but any friend you haue, 
' * May play the foole, and if he lift the knaue; 
: For ought here written : For it is not ſuch 
* Asyou ſuppoſe, nor what you feare ſo much, 
S It thee diſpold to Satyrize, | 
- WouldI hauc tam*d my Number: in this wiſe? 
: Noz Ihaue Faris thatlye ty*dein chaines, 
: Bold (Engliſh-maſtiue-like)aduentrous Straines: 
' |} Who fearcleſledare, on any Monſter flye, 
That weares a body of Mortality. 
 AndI had letthem leoſe, if I had liſt, 
To play againe, the ſharpe-fangd Satyr/?. 
 Thattherefore, you no more mil-title 7h:s, 
ſay, it is my Morte z anditis. 
"Y'lc haue it ſo : For, if itpleaſe not me 
It ſhall not be a Saryr, though it be. 
What ist to you (or any man) if I, 
This little Poems terme as fooliſhly, 
As ſome mendoetheir Children ? Isit not, 
/ Mine owne Afmersa, of my braines begor ? 
For ought I know, I neuerdid intrude, 
To name your helps :'and if you be ſorude, 
: To meddle with my Kirlmg(though in ſport) 
'Tis odds, butfheel goeneere to (cratch you fort 
Play with your Aſonkey then, and ler ir lye - 
: Or (if you be notangry) take it pray, 
*Andread it ouer. » — / 
mn ——— 0; the (ritick*s gone, 
Who at theſe Numbers carpt ;and We alone : 


. Proccede we to the Matter. 
Nor | 3886 Nee 
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WITHER'S MOTTO. 


Nechabeo, nec Careco, nec Curo. 


Ome hauwng ſeene, where I this Motto writ 
Beneath wy Pilture; asht what meancd it. 
And many, in my abſence, dec aſſay, 


> What by theſe words, they beſt coniefture may: 


Some haxe ſuppoſed, that it doth expreſſe. 


) e Anwmadviſed, deſperate Careleſnes, 


Some others doe imagine, that I meant 

In litle, to ſet forth a great Content. 

Some, on each member of the Sentence dwell: 
Avd ( fir ) will what I haue not feeme to tell, 
What things | want not, they will next declare. 
And then they geſſe for what I doe not care, 
But that they might not from my meaming err, 
Ple now become mine owne Interpreter. 

Some things I haue which here I will not ſoow, 
Some things 1 want which you ſhall newer knew. 
And ſometime I (perchance)doe Carefull grow. 
PButwe,with that will nothing hanstojlg, 

If good occaſion be thereof to ſpeake ;;. . 
Another time, we mt the pleaſuretake. 
That which totreat of, ] new purgefe (thevefav,) 


Is what 1 neither haue,nor want,wor care for. 
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WIT HERS MOTT 0. 


Nec Habeo. 


Nd firſt ; that noman elſe may cenſure me, 
For Vaunting what belongeth notte me: 
Heare what / have wor ; for, T'lenot deny 
To make confeſsion of my pouerty. 

I haze net of my (clfe, the powre,or grace, 
Tobe,or not to be ; one minute-{pace, 
I haze not h another word to write ; 
Ortell you what I purpoſe to indite : 
Or thinke out halfe a thought, before my death, 
But by the leaue of him that gaue me breath. 
I haxe nonatine goodnes in my foul ; 
But I was ouer all,corrupt and foul : 
And till another cleans'd me, 7 had nought 
That was not ſtaywd within me : not a thought. 
T haze nopropper merrit z neither will, 
Or to reſoule,or a&,bur what 1s 11]. 
T haze no meanes of ſafety,or content, 
In ought which mine owne wiſedome can inuent, 
Nor haxe I reaſon to be deſperate tho: 
Becauſe for this,a remedy I know. 

I haxeno portion in the world like this 
That I may breath thatayre,which commonis : 
Nor haue I (cene within this ſpatious Rownd y 
What I hauc worth my oy or ſorrow found, 
Except it hath for theſe that follow binny 
The Louc of my Redeemer, and my (inn. 


I none 
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WITHERS MOTTO 


I none of thoſe great Priuiledges have, 
Which make the 24:mons of the Time,ſo braue. 
| ? haze no ſumpteous Pallaces,or Bowers 
That ouertop my neighbours,with their Towrs. 
T haxe no large Demeans,or Princely Rents, 
Like thoſe Heroes z nor their diſconitents, 
1 hauc no glories from mine Aunceſters ; 
| For want of reall worthto bragg of theirs, 
| Nor haze | baſenes in my pedigree / 
For it is noble,though obſcure it he. , O 
| + Thaxe no gold thoſe honours to obtaine, 
ql Which men might heretofore, by Yertue gains; | 
] 
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ol Nor haze 1 witt,if wealth'weregiuen me ;* 

i | To thinke, bought P/ace or '7ile, honord me. 

| T(yet) haue no beleefe that they are wile, 

Who for baſe ends; can baſely temporile : 

1 Or thar it will at levgrh beillfor me, 

{| * ThatTIliw'dpooretokeepe my Spirit free. 

ll T1 have ne Cauſes inour Pleading Conrts, 

| Nor ſtart I at our Chancery Reports. 

Ne fearefull Bil/ hath yet affrighted me, 

No Motion, Order, Indgement,Or Decree. 

Nor haxe 1 forced beene to tedious Torneys;, 

Betwixt my Connſel/ors atid thy Attorneys, 

1 haue no need of thoſe long-gowned warriers,” 

Who play at Weftminier vrarm'd at Barriers : 

Nor gamſter for thoſe Common-plearam I 

Whoſe ſport 1s marred, by the Chancery, - 

I haxe no juggling hand,nodouble tongue; © 242 

Nor any minde to take;ordoe a wrong, | hs 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


I haxe noſhifts or cunning ſleights,on which 
I feed my (elfe, with fiope of being rich 
Nor haze I one of theſe, ro make me poore z 
Hounds, Humors,running Horſes, Hawkes,or Whore: 

I haze no pleaſure in acquaintance, where ' 
The Rules of State, and Ceremony, are 
Obſeru'd fo ſcriouſly ; thar [ muſt daunce, 
And a& ore all the Complements of France, 
| And Spare, and Ital; before T can 
- Betaken, fora well-bredd Enghſproan: 
Andeuery time we meet, be forc't agen, 
To pur in ation that moſt idle Scean. 
Mong theſe, much pretious time {vnto my coſt 5 
And muſt true-hearty meaning haueT loſt. 
Which hauing found ; Idoe reſolue therefore, 
Toloſemy Ti ime, and Friendſhip, ſone more. 
I haxe no Complements ; but what may ſhow, 

That I doc manners, and goed breeding know. 
For much I hate, the forced , Apiſhtricks, 
Of thoſe our home-diſdaining Politicks : 
Who to the Forraine guiſc are ſo affc&ed, 
That Eng//s Honeſty is quite rejected : 
And in the ſtead thereof; they furniſht home, 
With fhaddowes of Humanity doe come. 
Oh ! how iudicious in their owne eſteeme, 

Andhow compleatly, Trauclled they ſeeme; 
If in the place of reall kindneſſes, 
(Which Nature conld; hae taught them to expreſſe) 
They can with geſtures, lookes, and language ſweet, 
'- |-- -Fawne like a Cartezan,onallthey meere : kc 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


And vic,in humble and kind ſpeachesz when, 
They doc moſt proudly, and moſt falfcly meane. 

On this ; too many falſely ſet the face, 

Of Courtſhip and ef wiſcdome : but tis baſe. 

For, ſeruile(vnto me)it doth appeare, 

When we deſcend, to ſooth and flatter, where 
We want affeQion: yea, I hateit more, 

| Then to be bornea ſlauce or to be poore. 

T haze ns pleaſure, or delight in ought, 

T hat by diſſembling, mult to paſſe be brought. 

If I diſlike, T'le ſooner tell them ſo, 

Then hide my hate, beneath a friendly ſhow. 

For he,whoto be ivſt, hath an intent, 

Needs nor diſſemble, nor a lye inuent. 

Irather wiſhto faile with honeſlie, 

Then to preuaile in ought by treacherie. 

And with this minde, I'le ſafer ſleepe, then all 

Our Machauillian Polititians ſhall, 

[ hane xo Minde to flatterz though I might, 
Be made ſome Lords companion ; or a Knight. 
Nor ſhall my Verſe for me on begging goe, 

T hough1 mightſtaruc, vnlefle 1t did doe fo, 

I bane not Muſes that will ſerue the turne, 
Arteuery Triumph; and reioyce or mourne, 
Vpon a minutes warning for their hire 
If with old Sherry they themielues inſpire, 

I am not of a temper, like to thole 

That can provide an hourcs ſad talke in Proſe, 

For any Funerall z and then goe Dine, 

And choke my gricte, with Sugar-plums and _ 
cans 
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| Valcſlc I baſcly flatter'd one great Peerc 
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WImHERS MOTTO, 


I cannot at the Claret fit and laugh, 

And then halfe tipfic, writean Zpitaph z - 

Or howle an Epricedium for cach Groome, 

T hat is, by Fraud, or Nigardize, become 

A welthy Aiderinan : Nor, forcach Gull, 
That hath acquir'd, the ſtile of Worſhiptull, 

I cannot for reward adorne the Hearſe, 

Of ſome o!d rotten Mer, with my Verle:; 
Norlike the Peetaſters of the Time 

Go howle a dolctull Z/zgie in Ryme, 

For euery |. ord, or Ladiſhip that dyes : 

And then perplext their Heires, to Patronize 
That muddy Pee/je. Oh !how I fcorne, | > 
Thoſc Raptures, which are free, and noby borne, 
Should Fidler-like, for cntertainemenr ſcrape 

At ſtrangers windowes : and goe play the Ape, 

In counterfeiting Paſsion, when thers none. 

Or in good carneſt;fooliſhly bemoane 

(In hope of curſed bounty ) their iuſt death 
Who, (liuing) merritnot, a minutes breath FRY 
To keepe their Fame alive, vnles to blow, (fhow. 
Some Trumpet which their blacke diſgrace may 

, I cannot (for my life ) my Perm compell, 

Vpon the prayſcof any man to dwell: . - 
Valeſſc I know, (or thinke at leaſt) his worth, 

To be the ſame, which I haue blazed forth. 

Had I, ſome boneft Suit ; the gaine of which, 
Would makemenobie, cminent, and rich: .. 
And that to compaſle it, no meznes there were 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Would with that Snit,my ruine I might gete 
If on thoſe termes Iwould endeauour it. 

I haxe not bin to their condition borne , 
Who are enclyned te reſpe&, and ſcorne ; 
As menin their eſtates,doe riſe or fall : 

Or rich,or poore, I Vertxe lone in all. 

And where I find it not, I doe deſpiſe | 
To fawn onthem z how high ſo-c*re they riſe. | 
For,where proud Greatneſſe without worth I ſee : 

Old Aordecay had not a ſtiffer knee, | 
 Icannotgiue a Plavdt(I proteſt) 

When as his Lordſhip thinkes, he breakesa Ieaſt: 
Vnles it mooue me ; neither can I grin, 

When hea cauſcles laughter,doth begin, 

I cannot ſweare him, truely honourable; 

Becauſe he once recenrd me to his table: 

And talkt,asif the Auer glad might be, 

That he vouchſafed ſuch agrace tome, 

His ſlender worth,I could not blazon ſo, 

By ſtrang Hyperboles,as ſome would do. 

Or wonder at it, asif none had bin 

Hisequall , fince King #/l;am firſt came in, 

Nor can I thinke true Yertze cuer card 

To giue or take, (for praiſe) what I hauc heard, 

- For, if we peyzethein well; what goodly grace, 
Haue outward Beauties, Riches, Titles, Place, 

Or ſuch ; that we, the owners ſhould commend, 
Whenno true vertues,doe on thoſeattend ? 

If beaurifull he be, what honor's that? 

As fayre as he;is many a Beggers brat; 


| 
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If we,his noble Titles would extoll ; 
Thoſe Titles, he may haue and be a fool. 
If Seats of Tuſtice he hath climb*d(we ſay ) 
So Tyrants,and corrupt oppreſſors may. 
Iffor a large eſtate his praiſe we tell : 

A thouſand Villanes,may be praifd as well, 
Tf he,his Princes good elteemebe in ; 
Why,ſo hath many a bloody Traytor bin. 
And if1n theſe things he alone excell, 

Let thoſe that liſt,vypon his praiſes dwell. 
Some other worth I find,cr'e I haueſenſe 
Ofany praiſe-deſeruing excellence. 

I haxe no friends,that once affeed were, 
Butto my heart;they fit this day asneare, 
As when I moſt endeard them(thongh they ſceme, 
Tofall from my epinionor cſteeme:) 

For pretious Time,in idle would be ſpent ; 

If Iwith All ſhould alwayes complement. + 

And till, my loue I may to purpoſe ſhow ; 

I care not wher* they thinke I lone or no, 

For ſure Iam,if any find me chang'd ; 

Their greatnes,nor their meannefle me eftrang'd. 
I hawe not priz?d mens loues,the leſſe or more, 

Becauſe I ſaw themzeither rich,or poore ; 

But as theirloue,and Vertues did appeare, 

Iſucheſteen'd them, whoſoe're they were. 

7 hae no truſt, or confidence in friends, 

T hat ſeeke to know me,meerely for their ends, 

Nor haze I ever ſaid, 7 toned, yet ; 

Where I expected more then Loxe for it, 
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And let me fail ofthat where moſbTlou'd, 
If that with greater joy I be not moou'd 
By twenty-fold,when I may kindnes ſhow, 
Then when their fauours they on me beſtow. 
[ haze ot that vile mind;nor ſhall my breſt 
For euer,with ſuch baſenes be policſt ; F- 
As in my anger (bet nereſoiuſt) | 
To vtter ought committed ro my truſt 
In time of friendſhip : though conſtrained ſo, 
That want of telling it, ſhould me yndo. 
For,whoſo&re;hath! cruſt repoſ'd in me ; 
Shall cuer find metrue though falſe he be. 
1 hauenoloneto Country, Prince Or Friend ; 
That cannbe more, or leſle,or haue an end. 
For whatſoeuer ſtate they rals'd me to; 
T would nor loue them, better then Ido. 
Nor cann I hate them ;though on me they ſhould 
Heape all the ſcorne, and-imury they could. - 
I hanuz ns doting humor,to afteQ * -- 
Where loue I find rewarded with neglect, 
I neuer was with melancholy fit ' 
Opprefſed in ſuch ſtupid manner,yer, 
As thar vngently tomy friends I ſpake ; 
Or heed to their contentment; did not take : 
Nor haue I felt my Anger ſo inflan'd | 
But that with gentle ſpeach it might be tam'd, 
' 7 haue no private cauſe of diſcontent ; ' 
Nor grudge againſt the publike government. 
I kane no pight, or enuy in my breſt, 
Nor doth anethers peace diſturbe my reſt, 


T hate 
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T haxe not (yet) that dunghill humor,which 
| Some Grear-men haue ; who,ſo they may be rich 
| Thinke all gaine ſweet,and nought aſhamed are, 
In vile,and raskall Saites to haue a ſhare. 
\ ForlT their baſenes ſcorne : and cuer loth'd 
| By wronging others, tobe fedd or cloth'd. 
Much more,to haue my pride,or luſt maintain'd, 
With what,by foul oppreſſion hath bene gain'd, 
© Thaxenotbeneenamord onthe Fate 

Of men,to great aduancements fortunate. 
I neuer yeta Fauorite did ſee 
So happie,that I wiſhed tobe hee: 
Nor would I, whatſo'ere of me became ; 
 Beany other man,but who I am, 
{ For, though I amaſſur'd the deſtiny 
Of millions tendeth to felicity: 
Yet,thoſe deare ſecret comforts, which I find, 
Vnſeene, within the cloſet of my mind : 
Giue more aſſurance of true happines, 
Then any outward glories,cann expreſle, 
And *tis ſo hard,{(whar ſhewes ſoe*ce there be) 
The inward plight of other men toſce: 
That my eſtate, withnone exchange I dare, 
Although my Fortunes more deſpiſed were, 

I haxe not hitherto divulged ought, 
Whereinmy words diſſented from my thought, 
Nor would I faile ; if-I mightable be, 

To make my manners,and my words agree. 
T haze not bene aſhamed to contecſle 


My loweſt Fortunes,or the kindneſles, 


Of 
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Of pooreſt men : Nor hane I proud beene made, 


By any fauour from a great Man, had. 

' I bane not pl2C'c ſo much of my Content, 

Vponthe goods of Fortune, to lament 

The loſſe of them ; more then may ſeemely be, 
To gricue for things, whichare no part of me. 

For, | hane knowne the worſt of being poore ; 

Yea loſt, when I toloſe haue had no more. 

And though, the Coward World more quakes for feare 
Of Pouerty, then any plagues that are ; 

Yet, He that mindes his End, obſerues his Ward, 
T he Meanes perſues, and keepes a heart prepard; 
Dares, Scorne, and Pouerty, as boldly meete ; 

As others gladly, Fame, and Riches, greet. 

For thoſe, who onthe ſtage of this proud World, 
Into the pawes of Want and Scorn are hurld: 
Are in the Maſter-prize,thattrieth men ; 

And Yermme fighteth herbrau'ſt Combat, then. 

"+ 1 no Antipathy (as yet) hazehad, 

Twixt me, and any Creature, God hath made : 
For if they doe nor {cratch, nor bite, not ſtivg, 
Snakes, Serpents, Todes, or Catts, or any thing 
I can endure totouch, or looke vpon : PE 
(So cannot ew'ry one whom TI haue knowne.) 

| 7 haueno Nation on the earth abhord, 

Bat with a /ewe, Or Spaniard can accord, 

As well, as with my Brother ; if I finde 

H: beare a Yertuous, and Heroicke minde. 

' Yer{I conf}iz of all men, lmoſt hate 
Such, as their manners doe adulterate. 
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Thoſe Linſy-woolfie people, who are neither 


French, Engliſh, Scotſp, nor Dutch:but altogether. 


Thoſe, I afte& nor ; rather wifh I could, 
That they were fiſh, or fleſh, or hott, or cold : 
But none among all them, worſe brooke I, then 
Our meere Hiſpaniolized Eng/iſhmen. 
And if we ſcape their Trecheries at home, 
T'le feare no miſchiefes, whtre ſo ere I come. 
T haze not fear'd who my Religion Knowes: 
Nor ener for preferment, made I ſhowes 
Of what I wasnot. For, although I may 
Through want, be forc't, to put on worſe array, 
Vpon my Body ; I will ener finde, 
Meanes to maineraine, a habit for my Minde, 
Of Truth in graine : and weare it, inthe ſight 
Of allthe World; inall the worlds deſpight. 
1, their preſumption, hawe nor, who dare blame, 
A fault in others ; and corre&t the ſame 
With gricuous puniſhments : yet guilty be, 
Of thoſe offences inmore high degree. 
For, oh / how bold, and impudent a face, 
(And what vnmoued harrs of Flint and Braſle) 
Haue thoſe corrupted Aſagifrates, who darc, 
Vpon the ſcat of Indgement fit ; and there 
Without.an inward horror preach abroad 
The guilt of Sinne, andheauy wrath of God ; 
(Againſt offenders pleading at their Barr ) 
Yertknow, what plots, within their boſomesare ? 
Who; when{(enthron'd for Iuſtice ) they behold, 
A reuerend Hagiftrate, bothgraue, and old : 


And 
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And heare how ſternly, he dothaggravate 
Each litle cryme, offenders perpetrate : 
How much the fa& he ſecmeth toabhorr; 
How he, a iuſt corre&ion labours for ; | 
How he admires,and wonders that amon 
A people,where the Faith hath floriſht long, 
Such wickednes ſhould raigne which(he hath heard) 
The Heathen to commit, haue bin affeard. 

Who, that obſernes all thiszwould think that He 
Did but an houre beforegreceiue a fee, 
Some Innocent (by lawe) to murther there? 
Orelſe,from Children fatherles to teare 
Their 1uſt Inheritance ? and that when this 
Were done(as if that nought had bene amiſſe ) 
He could goeſlcepe vpon a deed fo foul ; 
And neither thinke on mans,or Gods centroul ? 
I haze not a {tupidity ſo madd, 
And this preſumption,I would no man hadd. 

I hage no queſtion made,but ſome there are, 

Who, when of this my Xorto they ſhall hearcy 
Will haue a better ſtomack, to procure 
That I may check;or puniſhment endure, 
Then their owne cuillmannersto amend : 
For thar'sa work, they cannot yet intend. 
Andthough, they many viewe, (before their face) 
Fan, and'each minute falling to diſgrace ; 
(For lefle offences farr then they commit 
Without remorſe,and penitence they ſir. 
As if that They,(and they alone)had binn, 
Without the compaſſe of reproof for ſiuny ki 
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I haxe no great opinion of their witt, 
 Norcuer ſaw their a&ionsproſper, yer, 
Who wedded to their owne deuiſes be ; 
| And will nor counſell heare,nor dangerſce, 
| Thatis foretold them by their trueſt frinds ; 
But rather, liſt to them, who for their ends 
.\. Doe ſooth their fancies. And the beſt excuſe, 
| That ſnch men cann,to hide their folly vſe ; 
(When alltheir ydle proieRs come to nought) 
| Aretheſe words of the foole. / had not thought. 
7 bane not their delight, who pleaſure take 
| At Natures imperfe&ions skofts to make. 
Nor haue I bitrernes againſt thar ſinn 
| Which thorow weaknes hath committed binn . 
(For I my ſelfe,an) to offences prone z 
\ Andeuery day commit I many a one) 
| Butat their hatefull crymes I onely glance 
Thar ſinn of pleaſure,pride,and arrogance. 
I haze not {0 much knowledge, as to call 
| Thee Hrs in queſtion ; neither wit ſo ſmall 
| Towaſt my ſpirits, thoſe things to attaine ; 
 Whichall the wotld hath labour'd for in vaine, 
7 hane not ſo much beauty to attra&t 
' Theeyesof Ladies : neither haue I lackt 
Ofthar proporion which doth well ſuffize 
 Tomake megratious,in good peoples eyes, 
I haze not done, ſo many a holy deed; 
As thatof [E SYS CHRIST; TI haue noneed. 
And my goed-works I hope are norſo few ; 
| But that in mea living Faith they ſhew. 
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7 haze not found ability ſo much, 
Tocarry Milſtones ; yea, and were it ſuch, 
I ſhould not greatly raunt it : for, inthis, 
Aſcuruey-pack-horlſe farr my better is. 
T loue his manly ſtrength, that can reſiſt 
His owne deſires : force paſſage when he liſt 
Through all his ſtrong affeRions,and ſubdue, 
_ ſtout —_— - = —_— crewe, 
his,were a brauer ſtren Sampſon got: 
And this,I couect,but 7 have it not. x 
T haue not (oO much heedleſnes of things, 
Which appertaine vnto the Courts of Kings ; 
But that from my low ſtation, I can ſee 
A Princes loue may oft abuſed be, 
For many men their country injure dare 
Athome ; where, all our eyes vpon them are, 
And(of the worlds ProteRor) | implore, 
The truſt abroad,be not abuſed more. 
I hane no Brother, but of yonger age, 
Nor have} Birth-right without heritage ; 
And with that land,let me inherit ſhame ; 
Vnleſſe I grieeue when] poſlelle the ſame. - 
The value of a penny have / not, 
T hat was by bribry, or extortion got. 
T haze ns Lands that from the Church were pild, 
To bring (hereafter) ruine to my child. 
And hetherto, I thinke,I haue beene free 
From Widdowes,or from Orphangcurſing me. 
The Splrene,the Collicks, or the Lethargy 


Gonts,Palſies,Dropſies,or a Lumacy 
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' I(by inheritance) haxe none of theſe : 
| Norraigning fine; nor any foule diſcaſe. 


I have no debts,but ſuch as (when I can) 


1 _- to pay ; nor 1s _ any man 
| (Towhoml ingag'd by ought I borrow 

' Shall loſe ſitaine,thoug thou 

| — if they ſhould(ſo much my friends they be) 
| Their 
| And wcll they know,l tooke not what they lent, 


hl d dieto morrow, 


loſſe thele thinke the loſle of me. 


To wreng their loues,or to be idly ſpent. 
Except the Dexi//.and that uſed brood, 


| Which have dependance on his Deuil-hood 

' Iknownofoes 7 have; for,if there be, 

| In none,moere malicc,then TI find in me : 

| Theearth,thatman (at this time) doth not beare 
| Who would not,if ſome iuſt occaſion were ; 

| (Ewnin his height of ſpleen, )ſmy life to faue, 

' Aduenturewith one foot, into his graue. 


To make me carefull;Children I haze none; 


| Norbaze,[any Wife to getthemon ; 

| Nor baxe I,(yer) to keepe her,had I one ; 

| Norcan this ſpoilemy Marrage being knowne. 
\ Since I am ſure, I wasnot borne for her, 

| That ſhall before my worth,her wealth prefer: 
| For, I doe fet my Vertues,at a rate 

| As high as any priſetheir Riches at. 


And if All count, the venturetoomuch coſt, 
In keeping it my ſelfe there's nothing loſt. 

For ſhe | wedd.(hall ſomewhat thinke 1n me 
More worthy Louc, then great reuenues be. 


And 
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And if I find not one, of ſuch amind, 
(As ſuch indeed,are Tewels rare to find ) 
le claſped in mineowne embraces ye: 
Andncuertoucha woman till Idye. . 

For,ſhall a Fellow,whom(the Vſerer ) 
His father, by extortion did prefer 
Vnto an heritage in value cleare, 2ntt44 
Aboue foure times athouſand pounds a yeare 
So worthy,or ſo confident become ? 
(By meanes of that his goodly annuall ſumme; 
Which may be loſt to morrow )as todare | 
Attempt a Nymph of Honor for his pheare ? - 
Shall he,rhat hath with thoſe foure thouſand pounds 
A gaming vaine ; adeepe-mouth'd cry of Hounds, 
T hree caſt of Hawkes,of Whores as many brace, 
Six hunting Naggs,and five more for the race: 
{Perhaps a numerous brood of fighting-Cocks) 
Phiſitians, Barbers,Surgeans for the Pox; 
And twenty other humors to maintaine;. 
(Beſide the yeerely charges of histraine) 
With this reuenne ? Moſt of which,or all 
To morgage mult be ſet;perhaps to ſale 
To pay his creditors,and yet all faile 
To keepe his crafic body from the Taile ? 
Shall this dull Foole,with his vncertaine ſtore 
(And in aff honeſty and Vertues poore) 
Hope for a Aiftreſſe,noble,rich,and faire ? 
And is it likely,that Icandiſpaire 
Tobe as happy,if I ſeeke it would ? - _ 
Whoſuch a matchlefle fortune hauec inhold ; 


That 
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- | That though the World my ruine plot and threat, 


ds 


I can inſpight of it be rich, and great ? 
A lilly Girle,no ſooner vnderſtands, 
That ſhee is left in Portion,or in Lands ; 
So large a fortune, that it doth excell 
The greateſt part, who neareabout her dwell : 


{ But ſtreightbeginsto rate,and prize her ſelfe 
| According to the value of her pelfe. 
| And thoughto Gentry, nor good breeding born z 


Can all, that haue eſtates beneath her,ſcorn, 
This witt a Woman hath z and ſhall not I, 


{ Whoknow I hauea Wealth,which none can buy 

| Forall the world;expe& a nobler phere 

| Thenſutes vntoa hundred pounds ayeere ? 

| Shall loue of Truth,and Vertue make of me 

| Armatchnobetter worthy, then is He 

| Who knowes not what they meane ? and doth poſlefle 
| Inoutward fortunes neither more nor leſſe ? 


HaueTI oft heard ſo many fayre onesplaine 


| How fruitles Titles are ? how poore and vaine - 

| They found rich greatnes, where they did not find, 
' True Lone,and theendowments of the mind? 

| Haue fayreſt Ladies often ſworne to me 

| Thatifthey might, butonely, 24#reſſe be 

| | Oftrue afte&ion; they would prize it more 

| Thenall thoſeglories,which the moſt adore ? 

| HaueIobſerwd how hard it isto find 

| Aconſtant heart? a iuſtand honeſt mind ? 

| How few good naturesin the worldthereare, 


How ſcanty true aftetion 1s ? how rare ? 
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And ſhall Ipaſſcas true a Heart away, 
As hath concein'd an honeſt thought to day: 
As ifin value to no more it came, 
Fhen would endear me to a vulgar Dame 
On equall termes?or elſe yndoe me with 
Some oid rich Croan, that hath outliu*d ker teeth? 
le rather breake it with proud ſcorne;that dead, 
The wormes may rifle for my Mayden-head. 

I haxe no loue to beauties, which are gone 
Much like a Roſe in Iune,afſoone as blowne. 
Thoſe painted Cabinets and neught within, 
Hauc litle power my reſpe& to win, 
Nor baxe 1,yet,that ſtupid loue to pelfe, 
As for the hope thereof, to yoke my (elfe 
With any female;betwixt whom,and me, 
There could not 1n the ſoule, a marriage be, 
For whoſoeuer ioyne without that carey 
Fooles,and accurſed in their matches are :. 
Aud ſo are you, thateither heare or view 
What Iaverr;vnleſlc you thinke it true. 

I haue no meaning, whenſoere I wed, 
That my cempanion,fhall beceme my head, 
Nor would 1(if I meant to keepemy right) 
So much as ſay ſo,though that win her might. 
Not though a Ducheſlc: for, the meancs Ile vſe 
To keepe my worth,though my reward I looſe. 
Yea,from a priſon had ſhe raiſed me, 
Lord of her fortunes,and her Selfe to be: 
| thatreſpe@, would ſtill exſpeR to haue, 
Which nught become her Husbangznot her Slaue. 
And | 


LO 
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| And ſhould I ſpouſe a Begger ; I would ſhew ; 
| What loue,and honor,toa wife were due. 

| T haxe wort, yet, of any skorned binn; 

| Whoſe good opinion, I haue ſought to winn, 

| NorhaueI(whenlI meaucto woe )2 fear, 

' Thar any man, ſhall make me,willow wear, 


I haze not eyes ſo excellent, to ſec - 
Things (asſome m2n can do)before they be. 
Nor purblind fight; which crymes farre off can mark? 
Yer ſceme;to faulrs, which are moreneare me, dark; 
T hane not cares for cncry tale that*stold : 
Nor memory, things friuelous to hold, 
T hanuenot their credulity that dare, 


| Giuecredit vntoall r:ports they heare. 


Nor haze? ſubic&to their dulnes beene, 

Who can belicue no more then they haue ſcene. 
? haueno feeling of thoſc wrangs that be 

By baſe vynworthy feliowes ,oferd me : 

For,my contentment;and my glorie,lycs 


| Aboue the pitch, their ſpight,or malice fiyes. 


7 haue not needeenough, as yet, to ſerue z 


| Norimpudence to craue;till 1 deſerue. 


Thaue no hope,the worlds eſtcemeto get: 
Nor could a foole, or knaue,&re brooke me yet. 
I haze not villany cgoug!, to prey 
Vpon the weake :or friend(hi pto betray, 
Nor haze Iſo much loueto life,thar I 
Would ſceke to ſaue it by diſhoneſty ; 
: Thaxe not Cowardile enough to teare, 
In honeſt ations;though my death be there: Ns 
C Nor 
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Nor heart, to perpetrate a wilfull ſinn: 
Though [ with ſafty,large renown might winn; 
And for omitting it,were ſure to die, 
Ne'rto be thought on,but with infamy. 

I haze not their baſe cruelty, who can 
Inſult, vpon an oner-grieued man : 
Or tread on him,thatat my feet doth bow. 
For, I proteſt,no villany I know 
That could be done me; butif I percend 
(Or thought)the doer,without faigning grieu'd: 
] truely could forgive him ; as it he 
Had neuer ina thought abuſed me, 
And if my loue to mercy, I belye 
Let God deny me mercy when | dye. 

I bzuc 10t that vnhappineſſe,tobe 
ARich mans Sonne ; For he had trained me, 
Inſome vaine pathzand I had nener ſought, 
That knowledge which my pouerty hath taught? 

I baxe no inclination to reſpect 
Each vulgar complement,nor negle& 
An honeſt ſhew of friendſhip : For, I {\weare, | 
I rather wiſh,that I deceiued were; 
Then of ſo baſe a diſpoſition be, 
Astodiſtruſt, till cauſe were gmen me. 

I haze no Conſtitution, to accord 
Toought diſhoreſt,'ooner fora Lord, 
Then for his meaneſt Groome ; and hopes there be 
It neuer will be otherwiſe wirh me. 

{ haze no pollicies to make me ſeeme 
A man well-worthy of the worlds eſtceme, 


' Nor have } hope, Iſhall hereafter grow, 
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To any more regard,for ſaying ſo ; 

I haze no doubt, though here a ſlighted thing ; 
But I am fauorite to Heau'ns great King, 
Nor haue I feare bur all rhars good in me ; 


| Shall inmy Life,or Death, rewarded be. 


But yet, / haze not that attain*d;for which 
Thoſe who account this nothing,thinke me rich : 
Nor that,whici they doe reckon worth cfteeme ; 
Towhom, the riches of the mind;doe feeme 
Aſcorn&full Pouct ry. But let thatgo , 

Men cannot prize tie Pearles they doe not know. 
Nor haxe I powerto teachthem : forif I, 

Shonld here:conſume myguifrof Poeſie : 

( And wholly waſt my ſpirits, to expreſſe 

What rich contents.a poore cſtare niay blefſe) 

It were impoſsible,to moue the ſenſe 


| Of thoſe braue things, in therr intelligence, 


T haze not fonnd,on what [| may relic z 


; Vnleſle it carry ſome Diumitie 
| To make me confident : forall the glory, 


And all hopes faile ; in things meere tranſitory. 
What man isthere among vs,doth not knowe, 
Athonſand men, this night ro bed will goe, 


Of manya hundred govdly things pelſeſt; 


That ſhall haue noughr to morrow bur a Cheſt, 
And one poore Sheete to licin? What 1 may, 
Next morning haue,I know not ; But ro day, 
A Friend, Meat Drinke,and fi itting Clothes tO WEArez 
Some B eokgs and Papers, which my lewelsare z 
2 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


A Seruant and a Horſe : all this I haue. 
And when TI die,one promiſt me a Grawe, 
| AGrane;that quiet cloſet of Content : 
And TI haue built my ſelfe a Monument. 
But (asT liue)excepting onely this ; 
(Which of my wealth the Inuentery,1s) 

I haueſo litle; T my oath might ſaue : 

If I ſhould take it,that [qrothing hae. 


N ec ( areo. 


HS yet,what Wart ] ? or who knoweth how, 
I may be richer made then I am now? 

Or what great Peere.or wealthy Alderman, 

Bequeath,hisſonne,ſo great a fortune can ? 

I nothing want that needfull isto haue;z 

Sought I nomore, then Nature bids me craue, 

For ; as we ſee, the ſmalleſt Viats,may 

As full as greateſt Glaſſes be ; though they 

Much lefſe containe : So,my ſmall portion giues 

That full content to me z in which he lines, 

Who moſt poſſeſieth : and with larger ſtore, 

I might fill others,but my ſelfe,no more. 

I want not Temperanceto reſt content 

With what the providence of God hath lent ; 

Wor want } a ſufficiency,to know ; 

Which way to vſe it,if he more beſtow. 

For; as when me,one horſe would caſicrbeare, 


 Torideontwo at oncezit madnes were : | 
And, 


And, 
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And,as when one (mall Bowle might quench my thirſt; 
To lift a Veſſell,that my backemight burſt 
Were wondrous folly : So abſurd a thing, 

Tt were in me ; ſhould I negle& a Spring, 

(whoſe plenty may a Countries want ſupply) 

To dwell by ſome ſmall Poole that would bedry. 
If therefore, ought doe happen in the way ; 
Which on a iuſt occaſion ſeeke 1 may : 

7 want not reſolution, tomaketriall ; . 

Nor want I patienceyif I hauedeniall, 

Men aske me what Prefermenrt I have gair'd 
What riches,by my Studies are attairdz 
Andthoſe that fedd, and fatned are with draffe 
For their deſtruction z pleaſethemſclues to laugh 
Atm low Fate ; As if I nought had gor 
(For my enriching ) cauſe they ſaw itnot. 
Alas/that Mole-ey*d iſſue, cannot ſee, 

What Patrimonies, are beſtow*d on mee. 
There is a braner wealthines,then what ; 
They, (by abundance,) haue arriued ar. 
Had [ their wealth I ſhould not lcepe the more 
Securely for it ; and, were I as poore 
In outward fortunes,as men ſhipwrackt are ; 
I ſhould,(of ponerty) hane no more feare, 
Then if I hadthe Riches,and the powers ; 
Of all the Eaſterne Kings, and Emperors, 
For, grafſe though trodinto the earth may grow; 
And higeſt Cedars, hane an ouerthrow. 
Yea,l[ hane ſeene,as many beggerd, by 
Their fathers wealth;and much proſperity ; 
C 3 As 
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As have by want miſ-Jone. And for each one, 

Whom by his riches, I aduanc't have knowne 

I three could reckon, who through being poorc, 

Haue raiſd their Fortunes, and cheir friends the more. 

To whar contents, doemen moſt wealthy mount, 

Which T enioy not z if their Cares we count ? 

My cloathing keepes me full as warme as their, 

My Meatesvnto my taſte, as pleaſing are. 

I feed enough my hunger to ſuffice : 

1 fleepe, till I my (elfe, am pleald roriſe. 

My Dreames as wet, and full of quiet be :; 

My waking cares, as ſeldome trouble me. 

I hae as oftentimes; a Sunny day : 

And ſport, and laugh, and ſing, aſwell as they, 

I breath 2s wholſome, and as Cweer an Ayre; 

Aslouingasmy Miftreſſe, and as faire. 

My body is as healrhy ; and I inde, 

As little cauſe of Sickeneſſe, inmy inde, 

I am as wiſe, I thiake, as ſome of rhoſe ; 

And oft my (elfe as fooliſhly diſpoſe : 

For. of the wileſt, Iam none (as yet ) 

AndI have nigh,as little hayre, as wit : 

Of neither, haue Tought to let to farme, 

Nw (o ack wazt I, as may keepe me warme. 
I finde my Liuzr ſound, my Toynts well Knit : 

To:rh; and good Diet, aremy Doors yet. 

Noron Poratoes, or Es ringoes feedeI 

No Meates reſtoratiue, ro raiſe me, needeT: 

Nor Amber-greece, with other things confeRed, 

To take axay the ſtjnke, of Lungs infeed, 
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I new'r in need of Porhicayy ſtood. 
Or any Surgeons hand to let me blood: 
For ſince the Rod,my Tutor hurled by, 
TI haucnot medled with Phlebotomy. 

As good as other mens,my ſenſes be ; 
Each 1:mbe Thaueas able 1s in me, 
And whether I, as louely be, or no : 
Tis ten to one,but ſome doe thinke me fo. 

The wealthieft men,no benefits poſſeſle, 
Bur I hauc ſuch; or better,in their place. 
Asthey my low condition,can contemn; 
So, I know how to fling a ſcorne at them, 
My Fame,is yet asfaire,and flies as farre, 
As ſome mens,thart with Titles laden are. 
Yea,; by my ſelfe much more Thaueattain'd, 
Then wmany,haue with helpe of othersgain'd, 
And my eſteeme, I will not change for their, 
Whoſe Fortunes are, ten thouſand more a yecare, 
Nor want [ ſo much grace, as to conf:ſle ; 
That God is Author of this happineſle. 
 Twant not (0 much indgement, as to fee 
There muſttwixt men, and men, a difference be, 
And I, of thoſe in place, account doe make, 
(Though they be wicked) for good orders ſake. 
But 1 could Rtoope to ſerue them at their fecte, 
Where olde Nobility, and Vertze meet. 

To finde mine owne defe&s, / want net ſenſe : 
Nor want | will to grieue, formy offence. 
To ſeemy Friend miſdoe, [want net eyes ; 


Nor Loue, to couer hisinfirmities, 


| 
| 
if 
; 
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T want ndt Spirit,if T once but knowe 
The way be 1uſt,and noble that Tgoe. 


' My mind's as great as theirs that greateſt are ; 


Yet, I can make it fit the cloathes | weare, 
And whether I aſcend,or lower fall : 


. I want not hope bur 1 preſerue it ſhall. 


 Twantnoſanders ; neither want I braine, 
To ſcorne the Raskall rumors,of the vaine- 
And giddy multitude. And (ruſt me) they 
So farr vnable are to talkeaway 
My Reſolution z that no more it feares 
T he worſt their 1gnorance,or malice dares : 
Then doth the foone, when doggs and birdsof night, 
Doe barking ſtand, or whooting at her light, 
And if this miſchiefe ,no way ſhun I could, 
But that they praiſe me, or diſpraiſe me would : 
I rather wiſh,their tongues ſhould blaſt my name ; 
Then be beholding to chem for my fame. 

{ want nor witt,nor honeſty enough 
To keepe my hand, from ſuch baſe Raskall ſtuffe, 
As is4 Zabell : For,although I ſhall - 
So:netinelet fly, at Yicein generall ; 
I ſpare particulers ; Norfhall a Knaue 
In my Lmesltue, {o much as ſhame to haue. 
But in his owne corruption Aye,and rott ; 
That all hismemory may be forgott. 

[ wazt not ſo much Knowledge, as to know, 
Truc ;{cdome,lies not ina glorious ſhow 
Of hunane Learning ; or in being able 
To cite Authorities innumerable. 


Nor 
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Nor in a new Inuention. But that man, 
Who make good vſe of ewry creature can: 
And from all things,that happen well, or ill, 
Contentment drawes ; ( and keepesa Conſcience ſtill, 
Towitneſle his endeauors to be good, ) 
That man is wiſeſt ; though he vnderſtood 
The language of no countrey but his own, 
Nor euer had the vſe of Letters known. 

To make faire ſhewes,of Honeſty and eArts ; 
Of Knowledge and Religion ; are the parts 
This Age doth ſtriue to play : But few there are, 
Who truly arethe ſame they doe appeare. 
And this is that, which daily makes vs ſee 
Somany,whom we honeſt thought to be, 
And Wiſe,and learned,(while ſome Sceaves doe laſt) 
Proue Fooles,and Knaues , before their Atbe paſt. 

I waxt not ſenſe, of thoſe Mens mileries ; 

Who1luPd afleepe in their proſperities 
Mult ſhortly fall ; and with a heauy eye 
Behold their pompe, and pleaſures vaniſh bys 
And how that Mift-efe they ſo doted on 
(Their proud Vaine-g/ory)will with ſcorne be gon. 
T feele me thinkes with what a drooping heart, 
They, and their ydle hopes , begin to part : 
And with what mighty burthens of vnreſt 
Their poore diſtemperd ſoules, will be oppreſt. 
How mnch they will repent I doe foreſee ; 
How much confuſed,and atham'd they'l be. 
And asI praiſe their doome ; eu'n ſo Ipray, 


T heir ſhame,and ſorrow,worke their comfort may. * 
Fs 0 1 want 
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IT want not much experimint, to ſhow 

That all is 800d, God pleaſeth to beſtow ; 

(What ſhape ſocuer he doth maske it in) 

For all my former cares,my ioyes have bin : 

And 1 haue truſt, tharall my woes to come, 

Will bring my Soule,eternall comforts homes. 

I doenot find,within me,other feares z 

Then what to men, of all degrees appeares, 

T haue a conſcience that iscleane within ; 

For, (though | guilty am,of many a ſinn) 

Akind Redeemer, I hauefound, and he 

His Righteouſnes imputeth vnto me, 

The Greareſt,haue no Greatnes, more then I, 

In bearing out a Want, or Miſery. 

I can aſwell, to paſſion ſeta bound: 

I brooke aſwell, the ſinarting of a wound. 

Afwell endure T, to be hunger-bitz 

Aſwell can wreſtie,with an Ague-fit. 

My eyes can wake as long as their I'me ſure; 

And as much cold,or heat I can endure, 

Yea,let my deareſt friends excuſed be, 

From heaping ſcorne,or iniuries on me; 

(Come all the world )and I my heart can make, 

To brooke as much, before it ſhrinke,or breake 
- As theirs,that doethenobleſt Titles were; 

And light as muchtheir frown that mightlt are, 

For,if in me at any time appeare, 

A baſhfulnes(which ſome mistitle,feare ) 

It is in doubt,leaſt I through folly may 

Some things vntitting me ; or doe,or lay ; 
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But not that I am fearefull to be ſhent 
For dread of Men, or feare of puniſhment, 
And yet,zo faults / want ; nor want in me, 
Aﬀe&ions which in other men there be, 
Aſinuch I hate an inciuilitie ; 
Aſmuch am taken with a Courtefte ; 
Aſmuch abhorr I,brutiſh Vanities; 
Aſmuch allow I,Chriſtian Liberties ; 
Aſſoone an iniury,I can perceiue ; 
And with as.free a heart,I can forgius, 
My hand, in Anger, I as well can ſtay ; 
And Idare ſtrike as ſtout aman as they ; 
And when I know,that I aiſle haue done ; 
Jam 2s much aſhan'd as any one. 
If my afflictions,more then others be : 
T haue more comforts,to keepe heart in me. + 
T hane a Faith will carry me on high :; 
Vnrill it lifr me ro Eroyncy. 
T hanea Hope, that neither want,nor ſpight, 
Nor grim Aduerſity,ſhall ſtopp this flight: 
But that vadaunted,I my courſe ſhaH hould, 
Thoug! twenty thouſand Deuilscrofſe me ſhould. 
Yet (I confeſſe)in this my Pilgrimage, 
I like ſome Infant am,of tender age. 
For, as the Child! -who from his Father hath 
Strard in ſome Groue,through many a crooked path 
Is ſometime hopefull,that he finds the way ; 
And ſometime doubtfull, he runs more aſtray. 
Sometime,withfaire,and eafie paths, doth meet ; 
$o:nctime with rougher trats,that ſtay lus teet. 's 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


Here runnes, there goes, and yonn amazed ſtaies; 

Now cries, and ſtreight forgets his care,and playes, 

Then hearing where his louing Father calls, 

Makes haſte ; butthrough a zeale il-guided, falls ; 

Or runnes ſome other way : Vatill that He, 

(Whoſe loue is more, then his endeauorsbe) 

Toſecke this Wanderer foorth, himſelfe doth come, 

And take him, in his armes, and beare him home. 
So, in this Life, this Groue of ignorance ; 

Asto my homeward, I my ſel{e aduance z 

Sometime aright, and ſometime wrong I goe ; 

Sometime, my pace 1s ſpeedy, ſometime ſlow z 

Sometime I ſtagger, and ſometimelI fall ; 

Sometime T ſing, ſometime for helpe I call. 

One while, my wayes are pleaſant vnto me ; 

Another while, as full of Cares they be £ 

Now, I haue Courage, and doe nothing feare, 

Anon, my Spirits halfe deie&edare. 

1doubt, and hope, and doubt, and hope againe ; 

And many a change of Paſſions I ſuſtaine, 

In this my Tourney : So, that now and then, 

T loſt may ſeeme (perhaps) to other men. 

Yea, to my ſelfe awhile, when finnes impure, 

Doe my Redeemers loue, from me obſcure. 

But (whatſoc*re betide } I know full well, 

- My Father (whoaboue the Cloudes doth dwell) 
An eye vpon his wandring Child doth caſt ; 
And H:, will fetch me, tomy home at laſt, 
For, of Gods loue, a Witneſle want not I ; 
And whom He loucs, He loues eternally. 
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T have within my breaſt, a little Hearr, 
Which ſcemes to be compoſed, of a part, 
Of all my Friends : For, (truely) whenſoc're 
They ſuffer any thing, I feele it there. 
And they no ſooner a Complaint doc make, 
But preſently, it falls to pant,and ake. 

I hauca Loue, that is as ſtrong as Fate, 
And ſuch, as cannot beempayrd by Hate. 
And (whatſocner the ſucceſle may proue ) 
I wantnot yet, the comforts efmy Loue. 

Theſe,are the /ewels that doe make merich z 
Theſe, whilcI doe poſleſſe, ? want not much : 
And Iſo happy am, that fill I beare, 
| Theſe Riches with me : and ſoſafethey are, 
That Pyrats, Robbers, no deuiſe of man, 
Or Tyrants powre, deprive me of them can, 
And were I naked, forced toexiley 
More Treaſure, I ſhould carry from this 1: ; 
Then ſhould be fold ; though for it I might gaine, 
The wealth of all e4merica and Spaine. 
For,this makes (weete my lifez and when I dic” 
Will bring the {leepe of Death on quietly. 
Yea, ſuch as greatelt pompe, in life timc haue ; 
Shall finde no warter lodging, in their Graue. 

Belidesz 7 wart not many 5 ana they need, 
Who Mein outward Fortunes doc exceed. 
T want no Guard, or Coate of Musker proofe z 
My Innocence, is guardian ſtrong enongh. 
I want no Title; for, to be the Sonne, 
Of the Almighty ; is a glorious one : 

T want * 
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Twant no Followers ; for, through Faith I ſee 

A troup of Angles, ſtill attending me. 
Through want of Friendſhip, weede 1 not repine 

For God, and Good men, are ſhll friends of mine. 

And whenlI lourney to the North, the Eaſt, 

The plcaſant Soxth, or to the fertile ef ; 

1 cannot want, fox profferd Courtclies, 

As farreas our Great-Britaines Empire lies, 

In every She, and Corner of the Land, 

To wcicome me, doc Houſes open ſtand; 

Of beſt cftceme : And Strangers to my face, 

Hauc thovg ht me worth the tcaſting:& more grace, 

Then will I boaſt of z leſt you may ſuſpe, 

That I thoſe glories {which 1 ſcorne) affe&. 

Of my acquaintance were a thouſand glad : 

And ſovghtir, though ner wealth, nor place Thad, 

For their aduantage. And, if ſome more high, 

(Who on the multitudes of friends relyc) 

Had but a Fortune equall vnto me, 

T heir troupe of Followers would as ſlender be : 

And thoſe mong whom, they now eſteem have wort 

Would ſ{carſcly thinke them, worth the looking on. 
1 want no Office for, (though none be voyde) 

A Chriſtian findes, he may be {till employd, 

I want no Plealures, for I Pleaſures make, 

What ever God is pleafd;{ vndertake. 

Companions wart [net 5 For know, that I, 

Am one, of that renown'*d Soctetie : 

Which by the Vame wee carry, ficſt was known; 

At Antioch, {o mapy yeares agone, - 


And 
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| And greateſt Kings,themſelues haue happy thought 


That to this neble Order, they were brought, 
I Want not Armes, to fiatme for the Field 


| My Prayers, are my Sword ; my Faith, my Shield: 
By which, (how ere youpr:zc them) I hauc got, 

| Vawounded, thorow twenty thouſand Shott. 

| And with theſe Armes, I Heauen thinke to skale, 
Though Hell the Ditch were, & more high the Wall 


A thouſand other Priuiledges more, 
I dec poſleſle ; in which the world is poore. 
Yea, I ſo long could reckon, you would grant, 
That though I nothing haue ; Tnothing ware. 
And did the Xing, but know how rich I were ; 
T durft to pawne my Fortunes, he would ſweare, 


| That were he notthe King; I, had beene Hee, 


Whom he( of all men) would haue wiſhtto be. 
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Hen,to vouchſafeme yetmorefafior here 
He that ſnplies my Fart, hath tooke my Care. 


And when to barr me ought, he ſees it fat, 
' | Hedothinfuſea Mindeto ſleight atit. 


Why, it Hc all things needtulf doth beſtow, 


| ShouldI for what I haue not, carcfull grow ? 


Low place I keepe; yetto aGreatneſſe borne, 
Which doth the Werlds affe ed Greatneſle ſcorne z 
I doe diſdaine her glories and contemne, 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


I Care forno mans Countenance, or grace, 
Valeſlc he be as good, asgreatin place. 
For no mans ſpight,or cnuy doe [carey 
Fer none hauc ſpight at me, that honeſt are. 
T carenot for that baſer wealth, in which 
Vice may become, aſwell as Vertue rich. . 
Tear not for their friendſhip, who haue ſpent, 
Loeucs beſt expreſſions, in mecre Complement : 
Nor for thoſe Fauors (though a Queenes they were) 
In which I thought another had a ſhare. 

1 carenot ior their Prayſe,who doe not ſhow, 
That 1n their lives, which they in words allow. 
Arulſh I care net who condemmneth me; 

That ſees not what, my Soules intentions bee. 
1 care not though to all men knowne it were, 
Both whom Ilove, or hate For nonel feare. 
T care not though ſome Courtyers ſtill preferre; 
The Paraſite, and ſmooth tongu'd Flatterer, 
Before my bold,truth-ſpeaking Lines, And here, 
If theſe ſhould anger them, / dve not care. 

I care not For that goodly Preciont Stone z 
Which {bymiſts have ſo fondly deted on. 
Nor would I giue arotten Chip, that I 
Were of the Ro5-(oſſe, Fraternity : 
For, I the werld too well haue vaderſtood, 
As to be gulld with fuch a Brother-bosd. 

T care tor no more knowledge, then to know ; 
WhatIto God, and to my Neighbour owe. 

For outward Beauties 7 doe nothing care, 
So Iwithin, may faire to God appeare ; 


No 
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No other liberty 7 care towinn, .. 
But tobe wholly free-ed from my finn. 
Nor more Ability(whilſt Ihaue breath) _ : 
Then ſtrengthrobeare my Croffestomy death, 
Nor can the Earthafford a happines 
That ſhall be greater then this Carele/ner. | 

For ſuch a Life, | ſoone ſhould Careles grow, 
In which I had not leaſure more to know. 
Nor care I,in a knowledge pains to take; 
Whici doth not thoſe who ger it;,wiler make ; 
Nor for that F;edome,doe I greatly care; 
Which would not make me ſomewhat honefter. 
Nor for that morall Honeſty , that ſhall 
Refuſc to itoyne Religion, therewithall, 
Nor for that zealous-ſceming Prety, 
Which wanteth loue;and morall Honefty. 
Not for their Lowes, whoſe baſe affe&ions be, 
More for their luſt, then for ought good in me. 
Nor, for ought good within me ſhould Icare, _ 
But that, they ſprincklings of Gods goodnefle are. 
. For many Bookes / care not z and my ſtore 
Might now ſuffice me, though I had no more, 
Then Gods two Teſt aments, and therewithall 
That mighty. Vokeme, which the Yorid we call. 
For theſe well lookt on, well in mind preſerwd ; 
The preſent Ages paſlagesobſerwd ; , 
My private Actions, ſerwouſly ore view?d, + . 
My thoughts recal'd, and what of them en(u'd ; 
Are Bookes, which better farr, inftructme can, 
Then all the other tr On of Man; _ I © 
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And ſome of Theſe,l may bereading to, 
Where e're I come,or whatſ{oc're I do. 

1 care not thougha ſort of ydle Gulls, | 
(Wirth latiſh tongues,and cuer-cmprie skulls). - 
Doe let my better-temperd Labours lye; 

And ſince, I Tearmely, make not Pamphlets flye, 
Say I am ydle,and doe nothing now. | 
As ifthat I were bound to let Them know, 
What I were doing ; Orto caſt away . 

My breath;and Studies, onſuch fooles as They. 
I much diſdaineit: For,theſe Blockes be Thoſe, 
That vſe to read my Perſe like ragged Preſe.z 
And ſuch, as(ſo their Bookesbe new,)ne're care 
Of what eſteeme, norof what vie they are. 3 

[ care not,though a vaine and ſpungy crew, 

Of ſhallow Cr#hes, in each Taverne ſpew 
Their drunken cenſures on my Poeſte; 
Vntillamong their Cupps,they ſprawling lie. 
Theſe poore,betatterd Kimrrs,(now and than) 
With #ine and [mpudenceinſpired,can 

Some fuſtian language vtter, which doth ſeeme 
( Among their baſe admirers)wortheſteeme. 
But thoſe baſe yvie-Poets, neuer knew; 

Which way,aſprightly,honeſt Raptute flew : 
Nor can they,reliſh any ſtraine of witt, 

But what,was in ſome drunken fury, writt. 

Thoſe needy Poeraſters ; to preferr 

Their naſty Rluffe, ro ſome dull Srationer; 

With impndence extoll it : and will tell him, 
The very Title of their booke, thall fell him, 
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WITHER'S MOTTO, 


As many thouſands of them (wholly told) 
As cuer of niy Satyrs, haue beene ſo14.. 
Yet, e'rea twelue-month by the walls it lies ; 
Or tothe Kitchin , or the Paſtry hies. 
Sometime, that theſe mens Rymes may heeded be: 
They ge (forl ooth) a ſecrer Ierke at me. 
Bur ſo obſcurely, rhat no man may knew, _. 
Who there was meant, vntill they tel! them ſo, 
For, fearing me, They dare nor to be plainey . 
And yer,my Vengance they ſuſpec in vaine ; 
For, I can keepe my.way,aud carelefſe be; 
Though twenty ſnarling C#r-es doe barke at me... 
And, while my Fame, thoſe fools doe murmur ar ; 
(And vex themſclues)with laughing, 1 am far. 

T am not much inquiſitiue,to know, 
For whatbraue Aion our laſt Fleer did 80, 
What men abroad performe, or what ar home ; 
Who ſhall be Emperoxr,or Pope of Rome ; | 
What newes from France, or Spamne,Or Turkey are; 
Whether of Merchandize,of Peace or Warre, 
Whether ul, the Sephby, Prefter-Tohn, 
The Duke bas or the 1le Japan, 
The mightier be: for , things impertinent 

- To my particular, or my Content 
1Hlitle heede;(though n:uch thereof I know J 
Nor care I whither it be true or no.. . 
Not for-becauſe, I carelefſeam become, 
Of the negleRed State of Chriſtendome, 
But, cauſe(I am afſur'd) what cuer ſhall 
VYnto the Church, or (ommon-wealth betall z + ., ,,,;, 
D 2 Through 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


(Through Sathan; ſpight, or humane Trechery, 
Or,our relying on weake Polery ) 
Gods promiſe to his glory fhall preualle : 
Yea, when the fond attempts of men docfayle, 
And they lye ſmoaking, in th'infernall Pit ; 
Then,7Tr#:h anJ Uertmes ſhall in Glory fit. 
Thoſe, who in lone tothinges that wicked are ; 
And thoſe, who thorough Cowardizeand feare, 
Became the damned Inſtruments , whereby 
To ſet vp Vice and falſhood's Tyranny ; 
Ew thoſe ſhall periſh, by their owne offence : 
And they who loved 7rath, and [nwrocerce ; 
Out of opreſſion ſhall aduance their head : 
And onthe ruines of thoſe 75ramts tread. 
_ Oh! letthat 7yath, and Inmeence, 11 mc 
For cuer vndefiPd preſerued be : 
And let meliue no more ; if then I care, 
How many miſertes I liue to beare. 
For, well | know, I ſhould not weigh how great, 
Theperrils are, that my deftruRion threar. 
. / Nor chaynes, nor doungeons ſhould my foule aftright, 
' Norgrimmeſt Aparitions of the Night : | 
Though men from Hell could of the Denill borrow; 
Thoſe vgly Proſpetts,to augment my forrow. 
But proue me guilty ; and my Conſcience than ' 
Inflits more ſmart, then bloody Torttres can, 
And none (I thinke) of me conld viler-deeme; 
Then I my ſelfe, vnto my ſelfe ſhould ſeeme. 
 TFgood, and honeſt niy Endeanors be, = 
What day they were begun, ne're troubles me. 
{ care 


- WITHERS MOTT0, 


I care not whether it be calme,orblow, 

Or raine,or ſhine,or freeze, or haile, or ſnow : 
Nor whether it be Aut»mene;orthe Spring; 

Or whether, fir{t I heare the Cuckow fang, 


- Or firſt the Nightingale ; »or doe [ care 


Whether my dreames,of Flowers,or Weddings ate, 
What Beaſt doth croſſe me, care / not at all ; 

Nor how the Goblet, er the Salt doth fall ; 

Nor what aſpe&the Planetspleale to ſhow ; 

Nor how the Diall, or the Clocke dath gae. 

1 doe not careto be inquiſitiue, 

How many weekes, or monthes, I haue to liue, 
For,how is't like, that I ſhould betrer grow, 

When I my Time, ſhall tweluemonti longer know ; 
IfI, dare a&, a Villany, and yet, 

Know I may dic, whillt I am doeing it ? 

Let them, whoſe braines are ſicke of that diſeaſe, 
Be ſlaues vnto an Ephemerides. | 
Search Conſtellations, and themſclues apply ; 

To findethe Fate of their Natiwvtie. | 

File ſeeke within me ; and if there I and, 

Thoſe Str, that ſhould giue light vnto my mind, 

Riſe fayreandtimely in me, and aft:&, 

Each other with a naturall aſp. &. 

If in coniunRion, there perceaue I may 

True Virtue, and Religion cuery day ; = 

And walke according to that influence, 

Which is deriued vnto me from thence ; 

I feare no Fortunes, what ſo ere they be, 

Nor care I, what my Starr; do threaten me, | 
| D3 For 


| 20 Emuropesthankles Nations(full of pride, [ 


WITHERS MOTT 9. 


For He,who ro that State can once attaine; 
Aboue the power;of all the ſtarres doth raigne. 
And he,thar gainesa knowledge, wherew thall, 
He is prepar'd for whatfo&remay fall : * - | 
In my Concett is farres happier man ; 
Then ſuch, as but foretell misforruries can, 

1 ſtart not ara Fryers prophecy, 
Or thoſe with which we Merlin doe bely. 
Nor am I frighted, with the ſad relation, 
Ofany neare-approaching Alteration. 
For, things haue euer charigd,and+euer ſhall 
Yntill there be a change run over All; 
And he thatbeares an honeſt hearr about him 
Nzedes neuer feare,what changes be without him. 

The Eafterne Kingdothes, had their rimes to floriſh; 
The Grecias Empire rifing,ſaw then! periſh ; - bf 
T har fell, and then the Roman pride began ; 

Now ſcourged by the race of Ottoman.” 

And if the Courſe of things a'ronnd muſt run; ; 
Till they haneending,where they firſt 
What 1s't to me ? who peraduenture, mult, 
Ere that befall ; lye,moulthr'd into duſt, ' 

What if «Awveriea*s large Trat of round, 
And all thoſe Tlesadioyning,lately found ? 
(Which we,more truly may a Deferr call, 

Then any of the worlds more ciull Pale.) 
What then ? if there the Wilderneſſedoe lye, 
To which the Foman,and her Sorwemuſt flye, 
To ſcape the Dragons furyzand there bide; 
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W ITHERS MOTTO. 


Andall abhomination)ſcourged are, 
With barbariſme ; as their neighbours were ? 

If thus God pleale to doe;and make Our ſinn 
The cauſe of bringing others Peoples in, 

His Chwrch to be (as once he pleafed was, 
The Gentiles calling ſhould be brought ro paſſe, 
The better,by the lewiſs vnbeliefe) 
Why, ſhould his pleaſure be my'care,or griefe ? - 
Oh ! let his Namzand Charch more glorious grow; 
Although my ruine,helpe ro make it ſo. 

So 1,my duty in my place haue don, 
1 care wot greatly, what ſucceed thereon : 
For ſure I am, If I canpleaſed be, 
With whar God wils; all ſhallbewell for me. 

T kate,to haue a thought o're-{erious ſpent, * + 
In things meere triuiall,or indifferent. | 
When I am hungry,ſol get adith,- - 

I care not whether 1t be flefh or fiſh 3 

Or any thing, ſo wholeſome food it be : 

Tor care ,whether vou'doe carue to me, 

The head,the tayle,the wing, the legge,or none; 


_ For all 1like;and all ean leralone.” 
T care not,at your Table;where Tit ;- 


Nor ſhould Ithinke were diferac*r in it, 
(So much as you)If I ſhould hence in Skoff, 
To feede among yout Graomes berurned off, 
For I am:-ſure tharno affront can blor, 
His Reputation,thardeſerues itnot. 

To be orc-curious, I do notprofeſle ; 
Nor ever card I for vacleaulineſle, 


For 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


For I ne're loued that Phyloſophy, 
Which taught men to be rude, and ſlouenly. 
| TI carenet what yonn weares,or You, or He, 
Nor of what faſhion my next Cloathes ſhall be, 
Yerzto be fi inguler i in Antique faſhions, 
I hold as vaine, as Apifſh imitations, 
Ofcach phantaſtique garb, our Gallants weare : 
For ſome, as fondly proud-conceited are, 
To know, that the behoulder, taketh norte, 
How they "ſtill keepe, their Grandfires rufſet Coatez 
As is the proudeſt Lady,when that ſhe * 
Hath all the faſhions, that laſt extant be. 

: I care for no more Credit, then will ſcrue, 
The honor of the Virtizous to preſerue : 
For, if the ſhowes of honeſty in me; . 
To others Virtyes; would no blemiſk be ; 
(Nor makethem deemed Hypecrites)if I 
Should falfly be acculd of Yillany. 
Sure, whether I were intiocentor no ; 
MN ſhould not thinke the world, worthtelling fo. 
Becauſe to moſtmenz nothing bad doth ſceme, 
Nor nothing vi-tuous; butas vatothem,' © 
Occaſion makes irgoodor illappeare. 
Yea,fouleſt Crymes,while they: vnpuniſht are ; 
Orbring i in profit, no diſgrace are thought. 
And rrucſt Virtues, poore,are fer at naught, |, 

] care for no more Pleaſures then will make, 
The Wav which I intend to'vndertake, © --- 
So paſſablezthat my vnwealdy load + 
Of fraykries, incidenr to ficſhand blood, | | 

-- - Diſcourage 


WITHERS MOTTO 


Diſcourage not my willing ſouls from that, 
Which ſhe on good aduice, hath aymed ar. 
I carefor no Fore Time.then will amount, 

To doe my worke, and make vp my account, 
t cave for no more Mony, then will pay 
The reckoning, and the charges of the day. 
And if I neede not now, [| will not borrow, 
For feare of wants, that I may haue to morrow. 
' What Kings, and States-men meane ; 7 doe not care 3 : 
Nor will I 1ndge, what their intentionsare 2 
For, priuate cenſures,helpe not any way; 
But i injure them, in their proceedingsmay. 
Yet, Princes (by experience)we haue ſcene, 
By thoſe they loue, haue greatly wronged becne: 
Their too much truſt, doth ofrendanger breed, 
And Serpents in their Royall boſomes feed, 
For,all the fauours, guifts, and places, which 
Should honour them ; doe but theſe men enrich, 
With thoſe, they further thejr owne priuate ends, 
Their faRion ſtrengrhen, gratifie their Friends ; 
Gayne new Aſſociates, daily rotheir parts, 
And from their Soueraigne, ſteale away the harts, 
Ofſuch as are about them ; For thoſe be 
* Their Creatures; andbut rarely, thankes hath Heey 
Becauſe the Grants of Penſion, and of Place; 
Are taken as Their fauors, not His grace. 

And (which is yet a greater wickednefle) 
When theſe, the lo;;all Subjc&s doe oppreſle, 
And grinde the facesof the poore, aliue; 
They!l doe it, by the Kings Prerogatine, = 
They 
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WITHERS MOTT 0, 


They make Him Patron of their Villan 


3 
And when Heethinkes,they ſerue Him Fakfally A 
Secure jumin their Loues, andall things do; *- 
According both to Law and Conſcience to, 
By Vertue of his Name, they perpetrate 
A world of Miſchiefes : They abuſe the Statey -- 
His trucr-hearted Seruants, they'difplace z' » © 
Bring their debauched Followers, into grace 
H1s Coffers rob yea, (worſer farre they viſe Him) 
The truc affeRtions of his people looſe Him : © * 
And make thoſe hearts (which did in him belccue, 
All matchleſlc Vertues) to ſuſpeR, and grieue. 
Now, (by thatLoyalty TIowe my Prince) 
This, ef all Treafon, is the Quinteſſence. 
A Treaſon ſo abhorred, that to Me, 
No Treachery conld halfe ſo odious be, 
Not though my death they plotted; for more deare, 
My honor, and my Friends affe&ions are 
Then twenty Kingdomes and ten thouſand liucs,” 
And. whoſocuer, Me of thatdeprines: | 
I finde it would, a great deale harder be, 
To moue my heart to pardon then if hee © 
Confpired had, (when I leaft thought the ſame) 
Taroot out my poſtcrity,and Nene. 13 agor! 
Who next in Corrt ſhall fall, 7 doe not care: 
For, my delights, 'in no mans ruinesare.. - ':**;.? 
Norineane TI, to depend on any, ſo, | 
T hat his diſgrace ſhall be my oucrthrow. 
7 careaslittle, whe ſhall nextariſez/. .' 
For noncof my Ambition, that way lyes. | 
5 | _ Thoſe 
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WITHER'S MOTTO, 


Thoſe rifing Star7e;, would never deigneto ſhine, 
On any good cndeauor, yet, of mine, 
Norcan [ thinke, there thall hereafter, be, 
A man amongft them, thac will fauour:Me. 
For, I a Sconrgedoe carry, which dothfeare them 
| And loue, toomuch Plaine-dealing, to be neare them. 

If my experience tcach me any thing, 
Tenre not old Antiquities to bring z 
But can aſwell, belecue it ts be ſo, 
As if *twere writ, three thouſand yeeres ago. 
And, where I finde, good ground for my affents 
Vlenot be halter?d, to a Preſident. 

[f men ſpeake Reaſon, tis all one to me, 
Whether their Tenevt, Ariſtorles be 
Or, ſome Barbarians, who ſcarſe heard of yet; 
So much as with what Names, the Arrs we far, 
Or whether, for an Author you infer, 
Some Foole, or ſorne renown'd Philoſopher, 

In my R-/igion, | dare entertaine, 
No fancies, hatched in mine owne weake braine 
Nor priuate Spirits: But, am ruled by 
the Scriptzres z and that Church Authority, 
Which with the Auncient Faith doth belt agree g 
But new Opinions, willnot downewith me. 
WhenT would lcarne, [ never greatly care, | 
So Truth they teach me ; who my Teachers were, 
Inpointsof Faih,'Ilookenot onthe 2dan; * 
Nor Beza, Calnme, ficither Luther can '- | - 
More things, withoutiuſt proofe, perſwade me, to, 
Then any honeſt Pariſhi-Clarke,can da, - | ER 
Loh 0 ; : [ 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


The auncient Fathers, (where conſent I find) 
Doe make me, without doubting, of their mitd, 
But, where in his opinion any One 
Of theſe great P«lers, I ſhall find alone ; 
xcept in queſtions which indifferent are, 
And ſuch as ti!l his Time,vnmooued were) 
T ſhunn his Do&rine ; For, this ſwayerh me, 
No man alone, in poynts of Faith canbe. 
OlJ « Lmbroſe, Auſtine, Hierome, Chriſcfonee, 
Or any Father ; if his Reuerence come, 
To maoue my free aſſent to any thing, 
Which Keaſen warrants not (valciſe he bring, 
The ſacred word of God togiue me for it) 
I prize not this opinion ; butabhorr it.. 
Nay;I no faction gainſtthe Truth would follow, 
Alchough Diumneſt Pa«/, and Great Apoio, 
Did leadme ; if that poſſible it were, 
That they ſhouldhaue permitted bin to erre. 
And whilſt, that Tam in the right, I carenot 
How wiſe,or learned, Them, youthinke, that are not 
I cave not who did heare,if I ſaid, 
That He who for a place of /«frce paid 
| Agolden Inn-come,was no honeſt Man, 
Nor he that ſold it ; for I proue it canz 
And will maintaine it, that ſ@ long,as Thoſe, 
And (\bwrch-preferments,we to ale expolcy 
Nor Common-wealth,nar Church ſhall encr be, 
From hatefull-Bribery, or damw'd Schiſme, free. 
I may be blam'd perhaps,ſor ſpeaking this; 
Put much / care wot ; for the Truth it 1s, 0 


WIT HERS MOTTO, 


And were 1 certaine, that toþlare the fame, 
Would ſet thoſe things, (that are amiſſe)in frame. 
Shame be my end; but I would vndertake it, 
Though I were ſureto periſh when | ſpake it. 

I care wit for Preferments which are ſold, 
And bought/by men of common worth) for gold, 
For. he is nobler who can thoſe contemn, 
Then moiſt of ſuch,as ſeeke eſteem, in Them. 

I doe not for thoſe ayric Titles care, 
Which fooles and knaues,as well as I may weare. 
Or that my Naw-(when Ore it ſhall be writ) 
Should be obſcurd with twenty after it. 
For could I ſer my mind on vulger Fame ; 
I would not thinke it hard,to make my Name, 
Mine owne Name,gpurchaſe me as true renown ; 
As to be cald,by ſome old ruin'd Towne, 

I loue my Conntry,yet 7 doe not care, 
In what Dominions my abydings are : 
Fer,any Region on the Earth ſhall be ' 
(On good occafion )natiue Soile,to me, 

Tcare not though there be a muddy crew, 

Whoſe blockiſhnes, (becauſe itneuer knew 
The ground of this my (arelrſnes)will ſmile, 
As if they thought I raued,all this while. 
For, thoſe the Prowerb ſaith, That line tw Hell 
Can ner conceine what*tts 1n Heanen to dwell, 

T care not for thoſe Places,whereunto 
Bad me n doe ſooner clime,then Good wen do: ; 
And from whoſe cuer-goggling ſtation, all 
May at the ptcaſure of another, fall. 2 . 
| ut 
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WITHERS MOTTO: ' 


But ch ! How carcleſle cycry way, am1T, 
Of their baſe mindes, who living decently 


Vpon their owne Demeanes ; there, fearclefſe might 
Enioy the day, from mornipg vntill night, 

In ſweet contentments : rendring prayſe to Him, 
Who gaucthis bleſsing, and this reſt to them 

T hat free from Cares, and Enuies of the Court, 
They honordin, their Neighbours good reperty 


' Might twenty plieaſures,that Kings know nor, tric 


And keepea quiet { orſcience, till they dyc? 


Oh God! how madd arethey, who thus may do ? 


Yer, that poore happincfleto reach vneo, 
Whichis but painted ; will thoſe Bleſsings ſhun, 
And bribe, and woo, and ſweat to be vndone ? 


How dull arethey?Who,whenthey home may keep” 
And there, vpon their ownelſoft pillowes flecepe, + 


=_ 


In deare ſecurity z would roame about; 
Vacertaine hopes, or pleaſures, to finde out ? 
Yea, ſtraine themiclues, a ſlippery Place to, to buy, 
With hazarding, their ſtates to beggery? _ 
With gruing vp, their Liberties, their Fame 2 
With their aduenturing on perpetuall ſhame : 
With proſiituting IVeeces, Danghters, ines z 

By putting into Jeopardy ther lives ? 

By felling of thc;r Comntry, and the ſale 

Ot Tuſtice, or Relig:on ; Soule and All? a + 
Suill areaming on Content; although they may 
Behold, by new examples, eu'ry day 
That thoſe hopes faile z and faile them not alone, 
In ſuch vaine things as they preſumed en : 


But 


_ _—_— 
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WIT HERS MOTTO. 


But bring them alſo (many-times) thoſe cares, 
| Thoſe ſad diſtraQtions,thoſe diſpaires,and feares; 
t That a!) their glorious gailding,cannot hide 
Thoſe wofultRuines,on their inner-ſide. 
But,ten.to one,at length they doe depart ; 
With loſſe, with thame,and with a broken heart, 
Tcarenot for this Humor, but I had 
Far licuerlye in Bedlam, chain'd and mad; 
; Then be, with theſe mens franticke moodpoſleſt: 
| For, there they doe, lefſe harme,and hane more reſt. 
? 1 care not whenthere comes a Parliament: 
For I am no Prozeftor who inuent 
New Monepolies,or ſuch Swites, as Thoſe, 
Whoe,wickedly pretending,goodly ſhowes, 
24 © Abuſer to reforme; engender more : 
' And farreleſſe tollerable,then before, 
Abuſing Prince,and State,and ( ormmon-weale ; 
Their(wwft deſerued)begperies, to heale : 
Or,that their ill-got profit, may aduance, 
; Toſome GreatPlace,their Pride, and Ignorance. 
Nor by Extortion,nor through Bribery, 
To any Seat of Iuſtice, climb'dam I ; 
Nor liue I ſogas that I need ro care, 
Thongh my proceedings, ſhould be queſtion'd There. 
And ſome there be, would gue their Coataway; 
T hat they, could this, as confidently ſay. 
7 care for, noſuch thriuing Polecy ; 
As makes a foole, of Merrall Honeſty. 
For,ſuch occaſions happen now, and than: 
That He prones Wiſe, that proues an Honeſt man. 


And 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


Afd howſoere our Protet-mongers deeme, 
Of ſuch mens Fortunes, and of them efteeme ; -- 
(How big ſore they tooke ; how brane ſoere, 
Among their baſe Admirers they appeare 2 
Though ne'reſo trimme, in others feathers dight; 
Though clad with Title of a Lord, or Knight; 
And by a hundred thouſand croucht vnto ) 
Thoſe gandy Vpſtarts, no more prize, I doe, 
Then pooreſt Kennel-raters; yea, they are 
Things, which I count, fo littl: worth my care ; 

T hat (as Iioue faire Vertue) I proteſt, | 
Among all honeſt menthe beggerleſt, 

And moſt bertatter'd Pelant, in mineeye, 

Is Nobkcr, and more full of Maickty : 

T hen all that braue-beſpang!d Rabblement, 
Compoſd of Pride, of Shifts, and Complement. 

Let great and courtly Perſ*nages delight, 

In ſome dull geftare, ora Paraſite z 

Or in their dry Baffooxe, that gracefully, 
Can ſing them baudy fongs, and ſweare, and lye + 
And let their Mafter/hip:(1t fo they pleaſe) 

Still fauour morethe flauerings of Theſe, 

Then my free Nmbers. For,I care no more, 
To be approucd,or eſtecmed,fot 

Awitty Make-ſport;thenan Ape to be, 

And whoſocuer takes delight imme, <- 

For any quality thatdoth atte&t 

His Senſes better thenhis /ntellef? ; | 

7 careizot for his loue: My dogge doth fo ; 

He lones; as farre as {cnſuall lone can go. 
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WITHERS MOTTO: 


And if how well ke lowd me,I did weigh, 

Dcſerues (perhaps) as much reſpe&,as they; 

I haue a Sox/e and muſt,beloued be 

For that,which makes a loucly Sowle in ine; 

Or ele, their Loues, (o little care / for, 

That them, and their aff-&ions I abhorr. : 

| T care nor, though ſome Fellowes, whoſedeſert 

Might raiſe them,to the Pillory, the Cart, 

The Stocks,the Branding-Irne,or the Whipp, 

(With ſuch-like due Preferment) thoſe doeskipp ; 

And by their blacke endeauors purchaſe can, 

The Priuiledges of a Noble-man. 

And be as confident,in what they doe : 

As ifby Vertuc,they were rais'd thereto, 

For astrue Vertue hath a confidence, f 

So, Vice,and Villaines,haue their impudence, 

And manly Reſolution, bothare thought, 

Till both areto an equall triallbrought ; 

But vicious Impudence then,proues a mocke : 

And Vertuous Conſtancy, enduresthe Shocke. 
Though ſuch vnworthy Groomes, who rother-day, 


|  Werebuttheir Maiſters Pawders,to puruey 


The fewell of their Luſt ; and had nomore, 

But the Reuertion of their meat, their Whore, _ 

And their old cloathes to bragg of. Though that theſe; 

(The fooles to Uertue,and the Times diſeaſe) 

Haue now,to couer &':e their knawrry, 

Gorton the Robes.of Wealth and Brawry ; 

And dare behaue their Rogueſhips,ſawcily, 

In preſence of our old ——_ : fe 
| : $ 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


As if they had bene borne to at a part, 
In the contempt of Honor, and Deſart. 
Though all this be; and though it often hath 
Diſcouragd many a One,in Yirtues Path) 
T am theſame, aud Care wot: For, I knowe, 
Thoſe Butter-flies, hane but a Time to ſhowe 
Their painted winges; that when a ſtorme is neare, 
Our habits, which for any weather are, _ 
May ſhew more glorious whilſt they ſhrinking lye, 
In ſome old crews, and there ſtarue,and dye, 
Thoſe Dues,which vnto Per:#e doe belong, 
He that deſpiſcth,offers Yertue wrong. 
So, he that followes Uertwe for rewards ; 
And morethe credit, then the A&, regards ; 
( Orſuch eſteeme as others ſecke, doth miſle) 
Himſelfe imagines, worthier then He is. 
If therefore, 1 can tread the way I ought, 
7 carenot how 1gnoble,l be thought: 
Nor forthoſe Honours,doe I carea fly, 
Which any mancan gue me, or deny; 
For what I reckon worth aſpiring ro, 
Is got and kept,whe'r others will or no, 
And all the world,can neuer raiſe a man 
To ſuch braue heights,as his owne Vertues can, 
[ care not for that Gentry, which dothlye 
In nothing but a Coat of Heraldry. 
One Vertue more l rather wiſh, I had 
Then all,the Herald tomine «4rmes,could add: 
Yea, I had rather, that by my induſtry 
Icould acquire ſome one,good quality. 
. Then 


WITHERS MOTTO9, 


Then through the Famlier,that nobleſt be 
From fifty Kings, todrawe my Pedigree, 

Of Natien;,or of Conntries, 7 nought care 
Tobe commander ; my Ambitions are, 
To hane the Rule,and Soueraignty of things 
Which doe command great Emperors, and Kings, 
Thoſe ſtrong, and mighty Paſſions,wherewithall 
Great Monarch's h2uc bin foild and brought in thrall, 
I hope to trample on. And whilſt that They 
Force but my body,(1t I diſobey) 


' Irulethat ſpirit; which, would they conſtraine, 
* Bzyond my will ; They ſhould attempt in vaine, 


Yea, whilſt they bounded within Limits here, 
On ſome few Mortals onely domineer, 
Thoſe Titles,and that Crowne, 1 doe purſue ; 
Which ſhall the Deuils to my powre ſabduc, 

T care not for that Yalor which is got 
By furious Choller,or the Sherry-pot. 
Nor(if my Cauſe be ill )to hcare men ſay; 
I fought it out,cu'n when my bowels lay 
Beneath my feete. A deſperatcneſle it is, 
And there is nothing worthy praiſe,in this; 
For I haueſeene (and you may ſee it to) 
That any Maſtiue dogg as much will do, 
He valiant is,who knowes the diſeſteeme 
The vulger haue, of ſuch as Cowards ſeeme, 
And yet dares ſceme one,rather then beſtow 
Againſt an honeſt cauſe,or word, orblow : 
Though, elſe, he fear'd no more,to fight; or dic ; 
Then youto ſtrike a dogg, or killa flie. | 

E z Yea; 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Yea,him I honour,who new wakt from ſleeping, 
Findes all his Spirits ſo their temper keeping, 
Asthat he would not ſtart,though by him there, 
Grim Death,and Hell,and all the Deuils were. 

I care nor for a Coward, for, to me, 
No Beafts on Earth,more truely hateful! be; 
Since all tie Villanies that can be thought 
Throughout the World and altogether brought 
To make one Villaine;can make nothing more, 
Then he that is a Coward, was before. 
And he that is ſo,can benothing lefſe 
Then the perfection ofall wickedneſle. 
In him no manly Vertuesdwelling are; 
Nor any ſhewes thereof,excepr, for feare. 
In no braue reſolution is he ſtrong, 
Nor dares he bide in any goodnes long. 
For,if one threatning from his foc there come, 
His vowed Reſolution ſtartshe from. 
And cares not what deſtruction others hane, 
So he may gaine but hope,himiclfe to ſaue. 
The man that hath a fearfull heart,is ſure 
Of that diſeaſc that neuer findes a cure. 
For,rake,and arme him through in euery place, 
Build round about him twenty walls of brafſe. 
Girthim with Trenches, whoſe deepe bottomes lye 
Twice lower, then three times the Alpes arc hye. 
Prouide(thoſe Trenches, and thoſe walls to ward) 
A million of old Sould:ers for his gard; 
All honeſt men,and (worne : His Feauer will 
breake in (de{pight of all)and ſhake him (till, 

To 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


To ſcapethis feare; his Gard he would betray, 
Make cruelly his deareſt friend away 

A& any baſe,or any wickedthing, 

Be Traytor to his Country, or his King ; 
For-ſweare his God, and in ſome fright goe nigh 
To Hang himſclfe. toſcape the teare to die. 
And for theſe reaſons I ſhall newer care, 

To reckon them for friends,that Cowards are, 

] carenot for large Fortunes ; For I find, 
Great wants,beſt try the Greatneſſe of themind, 
And, though [ muſt confefle, ſuch Times there be 
In which the cor1mon wiſh, hath place in me, 
Yet,when I ſearch my heart, and what content 
My God vouchſattme hath, T count my Rent 
To be aboue, a thouſand pounds a yeare, 

More then it canvato the World appeare. 
And with more wealth, 1 lefſe content might find, 
If I with Riches, had ſome rich-mans mind, 
A dainty Pallate would conſume in cheere, 
(More then Idoe) a hundred pounds a yeare, 
And leaue me worſe ſuffiſed then I am, 
Had Ianinclination, much to game; 
Athouſand Markes, would annually away, 
And yet I wantmy full content at Play. 
If I in Hawkes or Doggs had much delight, 
Twelue hundred Crownes it yearely waſt me might; 
And yet, not halfe that pleaſure bring me to, 
Which, from one Live of This,receiue I do, 
If I to braue App rell were enclynd; 
Fiue Students Penſions, I ſhould yearly ſpend, ' 
E 3 Yet 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Yet not be pleag'd ſowell,with what I weare 

As now [am ; Nortakeſo litle Care. 

I much for Phiſicke might be forc't to giue; 

And yet,a thouſand fold.leſſe healthy line. 

To keepe my Right,the Law my goodsmight waſt; 

And with vexation, tirc me ont art laſt, 
Theſe;and (no doubt)with theſe,full many a thing 

Tomake meleſſe Content,more wealth might bring, 

Yer more empl - boy to for, few I ſee 

Who Owners of the oreateſt Forrunes be: * 

But they haue ſtill asthey more Richesgaine, 

More State, more luſts,and troubles to maintaine 

With their Reuennues, That the whole Account, 

Oftheir great ſeeming Bliſle doth ſcarce amount, 

To halfe of my Content. And can leſſe 

Eſtecme this rare-acquired happineſſe 

Then I,a thouſand pound in rent would prize ? 

Since with lefſe trouble, it doth more ſuffice ? 

No for, as when the March, is (\wift and long, 

Andmen haue foes to meer, both feirce and ſtrong ; 

That Sonldier, inthe Cen beſt doth fare 

Who gerteth Armes 0 roofe, that lighteſt are : 

Soz Lok with a litle, = enigy, * 

As muchmy Pleaſure,and Content, asthey 

Whom, farremore wealth and buſines doth moleſt; 

Account my Fortune,and eſtate the beſt, 

Gods fauqur,init,l extol!themore : 

And great poſſeſſions, much lefle care 1 for. 
I care wot (0 I {till my ſelfe may be, 

What othersarcy or whotakes place 'ofme, 


I carg 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


T care not for the Times vniuſt, negleRz 
Nor fear their frownes,nor praiſe their yaine reſpe&, 
For, to my ſelfe, my worth doth neuer ſecme; 
Or more, or leſſe, for other mens eſteeme. 

The Twrke,the Dexill, Antichriſt, and all 
The Rable of that Body-myſticall, 
T care no for; And I ſhould (ſorry be, 
If 1 ſhould giue them cauſe to care forme. 

What Chriſtians ought not to be careful for, 
What the Eterzall Eſſence doth abhorr, 
I hate as I am ablez And for ougbt | 
Which God approues not z when | ſpenda thought, / 
T' truly wiſh that from my eyes might raine, 
A ſhower of Teares,to buy it backe againc. 

I care not for their Kin, who bluſh to ſee, 
Thoſe of their blood, who arein meane degree 
For, that bewrayes vaworthines;and ſhowes; 
How they by Chance,and not by Vertueroſe, 
To ſay, My Lordmy Couſen cann to me 
(/n my opinion)no ſuch honeur be ; 
(If he from Vertues precepts goe aftray,) 
As when my honeſt Kinſman,[ can ſay. 
And they are Fooles, who, when they raiſed ares 
Faine their beginnings, nobler then they were. 
Yea.they dacrob themſclucsof trueſt Fame, 
With ſome falſe honor to belye their Name, 
For,ſuch as to the higheſt Titles riſe, ; 
From poore beginnings, hauc more tongues & cies, 
To honour and obſerue them (farre )then all 
That doe ſucceed them,cyer beaſt,of thall, "I 

or, 
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WITHERS cMOTTO. 


For. being nothing more, then they were borne, 
Men heed them nor, ( rnlefſe they merit ſcorne) 
| For (o-ne vnworthynefſe, And then, perchance, 
As their Forefathers meannefſſe, did aduance 
His praiſe the higher ; ſo, their greatneſſe ſhall, 
M1 ke greater, both their Infamy, and Fall. 

Iris mens glory therefore, not a blot, 
When they the ſtart, of all their Namehave got ; 
And it was worthlcfle Enuy, firſt begunn, 
T hat falſe opinion, which ſofarreisrunne. 
Wc well they know, whole Virtues honor winne, 
An1 ſhame not to confeſle, their pooreſt Kinne. 
For, whenſocuer they doe looke on Thoſe, 
To Gol they prayſes giue, and thus ſuppoſe : 
Loe, when the hand of Heaun, aduanced 7, 
Aboue our bcethren, to be lifted thus ; 
He let chem ſtay behinde, for markes to ſhow, 
From whence We came, and whither we muſt; gOC. 

: To hane the Minde of thoſe, 7 doe nat care, © 
Who both ſo ſhamelcle, and ſo fooliſh are ; ; 
That to acquire ſome pooreeſteeme, where they 
Were neuer heard of, vntill yeſterday, - | 
(And never ſhall, perhaps, be thoughr on more) 
Can Prodigally, there, conſumethcir ſtore : 
And ſtand vpon their points, of honorgſo; - 
As i* their Credit, had an ouerthrow, 
Withour Re -demption ; If in ought they miſſe, 
Wherein ttaccompliſh Ga/lant punRuall is, 
Yerbaſely, eu'ry Quollitie deſpiſe ; 
In which true W i(do.ne, and truchonor lies, _ 


WITHERS MOTTO 


If you, and one of thoſe, ſhould dine to day, 
Twere three to one, but Hee for all would pay': 
IF but your Seruant light him to the doore, 
He will reward him ; If buthe, and*s whore,' 
Carocht a Furlong are ; the Coachman may, 
For ſennight after, let his Horſes play. 

And yer, this fellow, whom abroad you ſhall 
Perceiue ſo noble, and ſo liberall, 


(To gaine adayes. perhaps but one howres fame) 


Mong thoſe that hardly, will enquire his Name. 
Arhome (where euery good, and euery 111, 
Remaines to honour, or to ſhame him ſtill) 
Neglects Humanity, Yea, wherehe liues, 
And needs moſt loue; all cauſe of hatred gines. 
To poll, to racke, to ruine, and and opprefle, 
The poore, the widdow, and the farherleſle, 
To ſhift, tolye, to conzen and and delay, 

The Lab'cer, andthe Creditor of pay, 

Are there his practiſes. And yetthis Aſe, 
Would for a man of worth, and honour paſſe, 
The Diuell he ſhall aſoone: and I will write, 
The Story, of his being Conuertite. 

I care not for the Worlds vaine blaſt of Fame, 
Nor doe I greatly feare the Trump of ſhame: 
For, whatſocuer good, or ill is done, 

The rumor of it ina Weeke, is gone. 

One thing puts out another ; And men ſorrow, 
Today, perhaps, for what they ioy to morrow., 
And it is likely, that &re night they may, | 
Condemne the Man, they prayſed yeſterday ; 


Hang 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Hang him next morning,and be ſorry then; 
Becauſe he cannot be aluue agen. | 
But, grant the fame of things had larger date: 
Alas ! what glory is it,if menprate 
In ſome three Pariſhes of that we doe, 
When three great Kingdomes,are but, Mole-hils ta, 
The carth's Cyrcumference? And ſcarceone man 
Of twenty Millians, know our a&ions can ? 
Beliene me; it 1s worth ſo litle thought, 
(If the offence to others were nat ought) 
Whar mens opinions,or their ſpeaches be; 
That (were there not;a betrer cauſe in me, 
Which moou'd to Uertwe } [world nener care 
Whether,my ARions,good oreuill were. 
Though ſill ynheeded,of the world, I ſpend 
My Time, and Studies,to the nobleft endy 
One hayre,l care nor. For,l find reward, 
Beyond the worlds requitall or regard. 
And finceall men,fome things erroneous doe; 
And muſt in Iuſtice, ſomewhat ſuffer to, 
In part ofmy corre&ion, This, I take; 
And that I fauour'd am, Account doe make. 
I care not,chough, there ewry houre, ſhould be 
Some outward diſcontent tobuſie me, 
And.as I would not, too much Triall haue, 
So ; too much,carnall Peace, I doe not craues 
The one, might giue my Faith a dangerous blow ; 
The other,would peruert my life I know, 
For, few loue Fertue in Aduerfity ; 
But fewer hold it, in Proſperity, 
Vaine 
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Vaine Hopes(when I had nonght but hopes alone) 
Haue made meerr : Then whither had I gone, 
(If I, the full Pofſeſsion had attain'd) 
When, but meere Hopes,my heart to folly train'd ? 
Smooth Wayes, would make me wanton; And my conrle 
Muſt lye, where Labour, Induſtry,and Force, 
Muſt worke me Paſſage : or, I ſhall not keepe, 
My Sox, from dull Securities,dead-ſlcepe. 
But, outward Diſcontentments make me flye, 
Farre higher, then the worlds {ontents doe lye, 

I neither for their pompe,or glory care : 


' Whoby the loue of Fice aduancedare. 


Faire Vertue, isthe leucly Nymph I ſerue ; 
Her 7/! 1 follow,Her Commands obſcrue; h 
Yea(thongh the purblind world perceiue not where 
The beſt of all Her Fawgurs I doc weare. 
And,when great ices with faire bayted hookes, 
Large promiſes of fayour,tempting lookes, 
And twenty wiles,hath woo'd me to betray 
That noble 2£/rifſe ; I haue turn'd away; 
And flung defiance both at Them,and Theirs, 
In fpight of all their gaudy Serwirers . 
In which hraue daring, I oppogd haue bin, 
By mighty Tyrants;zand was plunged in, 
More wants, then thrice my fortunes would haye born. 
When ovr Heroes, did or feare. or ſcotn, 
To lend meſuccor,(yea in that weake age 
When I but newly entred on the Stage; 
Of this proud world) So that, vnleſſe the King 
Had nobly pleag'dto hearethe 22/cs fing, 
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My bold «Lpollegy ; Till now,might I 
Haue ſtruggling bin, beneath their-Tyranny. 
But all thoſe threatning Comers | haue ſeene 
Blaze.till their glories quite extin& haue beene, 
And [,that cruſht,and loſt was thought to be ; 
Lize yet,to pitty Thoſe,that ſpighted Me : 
Enioying Hopes, which ſo well grounded are, 
That,what may follow, I nor teare wor care. 
Yet thoſe I know,there be, who doe expe&t 
What length my Hopes ſhall haue,and what effcR. - 
With enutouseyes awayting eu'ry day, 
When all my confidence ſhall ſlip away. 
And, make me glad, thr6ugh thoſe baſe paths to fly; 
Which they haue trod, to raiſe their Fortunes by. 
They flout to heare that Idoe conſcience make, 
What Place I ſue for,or what Courſe I take. 
They laugh to ſee me ſpend my youthfull time 
Inſcrious Studies ; and to teach my Rime 
The Straimes of Fertue; whiiit I might, purchance, 
By Lines of Ribaldry, my ſelfs aduance 
To place of fauour. They make skoffs, to heare 
The praiſe of honeſty ; as if it were. 
For none but vulger mindes. And ſince they liue 
In braue proſperityzthey doe belicue 
It ſhall continue : And account of Me, 
As One ſcarce worthy,of their ſcorne to be. 
All this,is 7-#th ; yet,truſt me,care I net ; 
Nor loue I Ye-txe,ought the worſe a iott, 
For, Toft (aid, that 1 ſhould livetoſce 
M, #ay fare ſafer,then their Courles be, oo 
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And Ihaue ſeene,nor one,nor two,nor t-n, 
But(in few yeares) greatnumbers of thoſe men, 
From goodly brauery,to raggs decline ; 
And wait vpon as poore a Fate as mine. * 
Yea thoſe, who but a day or two before, * * $4 
Were (in their owne vaine hopes ) a great deale more 
Then any of our Auncient B aronape: 
(And ſuch, as many Wiſemen of this age 
Haue wiſht to be the men)ewn thoſe, haue I 
Seene hurled downe,to ſhame, and beggery, 
In one twelue houres : and groweſo miſerable, 
That they became, the ſcornefull,hatefull fable 
Ofall rhe Kingdome. And ther*s none ſo baſe, 
But thought himſelfe,a man in berter caſe. 
" This,makes Me, pleaſed with my owne eſtate, 
And fearefull to defire anothers Fate, 
This makes me Care/ecs of the worlds proud ſcorne, 
And of thoſe glories,whereto Such are borne, 
And,ifto haue me,ſtill Kept meane,and poore, 
To Gods great Glory,ſhall ought add the more: 
Or,if to haue diſgraces heaprt on me; 
(For others, in their way to Bliſſe) may be 
Of mere Aduantage,then toſce me thriue 
In outward Fortunes,or more prized liue: 
I care not,though I neuer (ce that day, 
Which with one pinns-worth more enrich me may. 
Yea, by the eternall Dey I vow ; 
Who knowes I lic not, who doth heare me now. 
Whoſe dreadfull Maieſty 1s all I feare, 
Of whoſe great Spirie, T hele, the ſparcklings are, 
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And whowill make me, ſuchprouddaring, rue ; 
If this my Proteſtation, be vntrue. 
SoI may ſtillretainethat inward Peace, 
That love and taſt, of the eretnall Blifſe, 
Thoſe matchlefſe Comforts, and thoſe brane defires, 
Thoſe ſweete Contentments, and immortall Fyres, 
Which at this inſtant doe inflamemy breſt ; 
(And are toe excellent, tobe expreſt) 
[ dee notcare a Ruſh, though l were borne, 
Vnto the greateſt Pouerty, and ſcorne : 
That {fince God farſt infufd it, with his breath) 
Poore Fleſh, and blood,did euer grone beneath, 
Excepting onely, ſuch a load it were, 
As no Humanity was made to beare. 
Yea, let me keepetheſg Thoughts; and letbe hurld, 
Vpon my backe, the ſpightof all the world. 
Let me haue neither drinke,nor bread to cate, 
Nor Clothes to weare, but thoſe for which I fweatc. 
Let me become vn*o my foes aflaue ; 
Or, cauſlefſe here, the markes of Iuftice, haue; 
For ſome great Villany, that Inere thought. 
Let my beſt Attions, be againſt me brought. 
That ſmall Repute,and that poore little Fame, 
Which I haue gott ;let men vnto my ſhame - 
Hereafter turne, Let me become the fable, 
And talke of Fooles. Let mebe miſerable, 
In all mens eyes,and yet let no manſpare, 
(Though that would make my happy, halfe a tcarc. 
Nay, (which is more vnſufferable farr, 
Then allthemiſeries yetſpokenare) . 
ct 
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Let that deere Friend, whoſe lone is more to me, 

Then all thoſe drops of Crymſon liquor be, 

That warmie my heart, (and for whoſe onel g00d, 

I conld the brunt, of all bo Care, haue flood) 

Let him forſake me. Letthat prized Friend, 

Be crnel to ; and when diftreſt, 1 ſend 

 Toſeeke his Comfort, let him looke on Me, 

With bitter ſcorne, and ſo hard-hearted be ; 

Asthat (although he know me innocent, 

And how thoſe Miſeries 1 vnderwent, 

In lone to him ) He, yet deny me ſhould, 

One gentle looke, though that ſuffice me could. 

And (truely greew'd, to makeme) bring in place, 

My well knowne Foe, to ſcorne me, to my face. 
Let this, befall me; and with this, beſide, 

Let Me, be for the faultic frend belide. 

Letmy Religion and my Honeſty ; 

Be counted, rill my death, hypocryſie. 

And, when I die,lettill the generall Doome, 

My Name, cach houre into queſtion come, 

For Sims I neuer did. And if to this, 

You ought can add, which yet more gricuous is, 

Let that befall me to ; So that, in Me, 

Thoſe comforts may encreaſe, that ſpringing be, 

To helpeme beare it. Let that Grace deſend, 

Of which Inow, ſome portion apprehend: 

And then,as ] already (here-tofoge) 

(Vpon my Maker: ſtrength,relying) (wore, 

Bas now I ſweare againe. If ought 1t could, 

Gods glory further, that I ſuffer ſhould : Tak, 
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Thoſe Miſcries recited ; 7 nov exre, . | 
How ſoone they ceazd me,norhow long they weres 
For; He can make them Pleaſures, and I know 5 
As fong as he inflidtsthem, will doe ſo. 
Nor vato this Aﬀurance: am I come, 
By any Apothe ered from 
Our old, wad Ks ir'd Phyloſyphers. 
My Sayings: aremineowne, as well as theirs ; 
For, whatlo&reaccount, of them is made, 
Thaue as good Experience of them had. 
Yea, when I die;{though now they {lcighted be) 
The 7:mes to come, for Them, ſhall honour me 2 
Andpraiſethat Minds of mine, which now, perchance, 
Shall be reputed fooliſh Arrogance, 
Fs Oh! that my Lines were able. to-expreſſe, 
The Cauſe, and Ground, of this my Carl-fexeſſe. 
Thar, 1 might ſhew you, what braue rhings they be, 
Which atthis inſtant area fire-inme. 
Fooles may deride me, and ſuppoſe; that This 
(No more) but ſome vaine-glotious Humor is ; 
Or ſuchlike idle A4otio, asmay riſe, 
From furious, and diſtemper'd Fantacies. ' 
But, ler their thoughts be free; I know the Flame 
T hat is within me, and from whence it came; 
Such Things haue fi}d me,that [ feele my braine, 
Wax giddy,thoſe high Raptures to containe. 
. They raiſe my Spirixg, which now whirling be ; 
As if they meant to take their leaue of Me, 
And could theſe Srrames of ( »ntemplation, ſtay 
To lift me higher {ti!1, but halfea day : 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 
By that Time, they would mount to ſuch a height, 
That all my (ares would haue an end to Night, 


But oh ! I feele,the fumes of fleſh and blood, 
To clogs thoſe Spirits in me, and like mudd, - 


| They fincke againe, More dimly burne my fares 


To Her low pitch, my 1sſe againe retires : 
And as herhcauenly flames: <xtinguiſht be, / 
| The morel find my Cares to = 96 Me, 
Yet,I belicue,l was cnlightned fo, 
That never ſhall my Spirit ſtoope io low 
Tolet the ſeruile thoughts, and dunghill cares, 
Of common Minds,entrap me in their ſnares. 
For, ſtill I value not,thoſe things of nought, 
| For which the greateft part,nake greateſt thought. 
'Much for the world 7 carenct; and (confelle) 
Defire I doe,my care for it, were lefle, 


| I doe not care,(for ought they me could hatme) 


If with more miſchicfes, this laſt Age did ſwarme; 


| Yea,ſuch poore Joyl hane, or Care to ſee 


The beſt Contents theſe Times can promiſe Mez 

| And that ſmall feare of any Plagae at all, 

(Or Miſeries)which on this Age may fall. 

That, but for Charity, 7 did not tare - 4. 
If all thoſe comming ſtormes which ſome doe feare, 
Were now deſcending down: For Hell can make, _ 
No vproare, which my peaceful thoughts may ſhake. 
| Tfounded hauc my Hopes;on him that hath 

A ſhelter for me, in the Day of wrath. 

AndI hauecruft,I hall (without a maze,)  _. 

| Looke vp.when all burnes round me,in a blaze: . , ; 
An 
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And if to have theſe Thoughts, & this Mind known; 
Shall ſpread Gods praiſe no further chen mine-own ; 
Or, if Thisſhall,ns more inſtruftiuebe, 
Toothersthen it glory isto Me : 

Here let itperiſh, and behuried by, 

Into Obliuion euerlaſtingly. 

For,with this Xia, I can be pleasd,( as much) 
Though none bur I my ſelfe,did know it ſuch. 
And, He that hath contentment needs not Care ; 

What other mensopinians of it,are. 

J care not though for many griefes to come, | 

To live a hundred yeares,it were my Doome. | 


Nor care 1, though [| ſummond be away ; 
At Night,co Morrow-mornzng,or to Day. 


I care not whether This,you read or no ; 
Nor whether you þclicue it,if you doe. | 
I care not, whether any Man ſuppoſe | 
All 7h: from Iudgement,or from Raſhnes flowes. 
Nor MeaneI,to take {are what any Man, 
Willthinke hereof x Or Comment on it can. 
_ T1 carenot who (hall fondly Cenſure it; 
Becauſeit was not,with more Method writ : 
Or fram'd in imitatiqn,of the Straine, 
In ſome deepe Grecian,or old Romane vaine. | 
Yea,though thatallmen liuing, ſhould deſpiſe, 
Theſe Thoughts in Me.g6 heede,or Patronize z 
+ I vow,I carenot. AndT \ )lefle ; 
I care not who diſlikes, tSCireleſncfty 
My <Ainds my Kingdome ;and;Dill permi 
Nogthers #4}, to hayetherule of wth. 4. 
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Far, I am free; and no Aars power(TI know) 
Did make Me thus, nor ſhall vamake me now. 
But,through a Spirit,none can quench in me : 
'This Afnd I got, and this,my Afind ſhallbe. 
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To Enuy, 
Ne” looke pon Me, Enuy f thou dare. 

L N Dart all thy Malice. Shoot me aw'ry where : 
Try all the wayes thoucanſt, to make me feele, 
The cruell ſyarpnes of thy poyfned ſteele. 

For,[ amEnuy-proofe,and ſcorne 7 do ; 

The worſt, thy cancred ſpight,can urge thee to. 

$ This ord, 1 care not, is ſo ſtronga Charme, 
That He,whoſpeakes it truely, feares no barme, 
Which thy accurſed Rancor, harbor may ; | 
Or his pernerſeſt Fortunes,on him lay.'-- 
Goe,hatefull Fury ; Hagge, goe,hide thou then, 
Thy ſnakge bead, in thy abborred Dex. | 
And ſince thou cavſt not bawe thy will of Me : of, 
There ; Damned Fiend, thine owneTormentrefſe be © _ *” 
Thy forked tings upon thy body turne ; | wh, 
Wuh Helliſh flames, thy ſcorched emtrail:s burne; 
From thy leane Carkaſſe,thy blacke ſinnewes teare, 
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at $47 Ae,among the rel, they ſer 
/ © Fet,what I am,Ipray miſtake nog} 

Imagine me,nor Earle,n nor'Lord% 
Nor apy new 2duanced Favorite. 
For,you would [weare,if 7 
Thar,fuach'a One Lnerwe 
No chifde of purblind Fgrtien! Fw 
For, all that ifſhe holdethT 
Yet, He that made Ae } 
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